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Abstract 

    This study deals with the play “Absent Does Not 
Return” from its paradoxical aspect, using the 
descriptive analytical method.  And suggestion and 
contrast in more than one image.  So the study began to 
describe the forms of paradox that adorned its 
construction. 

Where the author monitors through the text the 
biography of Antara, who returns to his tribe after a 
long absence, to afflict everyone who waits for him from 
his people, especially the youth of his hometown, with 
disappointment, sorrow and sadness, after he changed 
and is no longer an inspired hero as he was before his 
departure, referring to some of the conflicts that arise 
between him  And among the people of his hometown, 
evoking qualitative turning points in his relationship 
with his beloved Abla and his feelings towards her, their 
life path and their vision of some public issues, the text 
interspersed with an emotional dialogue remember the 
troubles of the past, and talk about life changes, freedom 
and other things. 

The research came to present an applied study 
explaining the ways in which Mahmoud Qalini 
employed the paradox in its various forms in his play 
“Absent Does Not Return”, and followed it and revealed 
its aesthetics.  Together.  The first part dealt with the 
dramatic paradox, the second part dealt with the events 
paradox, the third part dealt with the romantic paradox. 

Keywords: paradox, symbol, suggestion, contradiction 
, dramatic paradox , events paradox , romantic paradox. 
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