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Graphic abstracts and video abstracts in scientific
articles: an exploratory study
Aya Allah Fayez Abdelmalek
Lecture of library and information science
The documents, libraries and information department,
faculity of humanities, Al- Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt
Email Avyafaizl0@azhar:edu<eg

Abstract

The abstract is the only part of the article that
many journals make accessible through search engines;
given its importance, publishers have begun to explore
new ways to display abstracts on digital platforms«
These formats include graphics, images, and videos;
therefore, the study aims to identify graphic abstracts
and video abstracts and shed light on their advantages,
disadvantages, and origins, then explore scientific
journals that apply and support these types of abstracts:
A survey method was used, and data collection relied
on a checklist and application to nine peer-reviewed
scientific journals< The study concluded that the use of
graphic abstracts dates back to the first time in
chemistry in 1976 in the journal Tetrahedron Letters,
then it began to spread in other chemical journals, and
then to other subject areas¢ It was used in the field of
medicine in 2016 in the journal Annals of Surgery:
While the first video abstract was produced by Cell in
2009, it has become widespread and adopted by other
publishers, but to a limited extent compared to graphic
abstracts« It was also shown that the technical standards
for publishing graphic abstracts differ from the
standards for publishing video abstracts¢ This is due to
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abstracts include image size and format, while video
extracts include video duration, file size, and video
format¢< Therefore, the study’s recommendations were
directed to publishers of Arab scientific journals by
providing or hosting platforms to support these new
media, index them correctly, and enhance their
accessibility and greater use« Also encourage authors to
include video abstracts with their accepted manuscripts
and provide them with detailed instructions on how to
create the different types of abstracts; which increases
the scientific standards of the researcher, the article, and
the magazine in general«

Key words
Video abstract, visual abstract, graphical abstract,
«scientific abstract, video summary, library
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