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Exposure of Adolescents to dangerous challenges
on the TikTok application: A field study within the
framework of the third-person hypothesis

Abstract:

This study was interested in examining the exposure of teenagers to
dangerous challenges on the Tik Tok application, by conducting a survey
on a non-probability sample of Egyptian teenagers amounting to (400)
individuals, to identify the extent of their exposure to the challenges of
Tik Tok, the most famous dangerous challenges that they followed, the
reasons for following them, and the extent to which they believe The
reality of these challenges, in addition to knowing the extent of their
awareness of the effects of exposure to these challenges on themselves
and others, and the relationship of this to their tendency towards
supporting tighter control over the content of the application by both: the
administration of the application and the Egyptian state in order to
protect users from the negative impact of this dangerous content, this
comes in In light of the current study testing the hypotheses of the third
person theory

the electronic questionnaire was used as a tool for collecting data
for the field study during the period from 6/21/2023 to 7/15/2023.

The study concluded with a high rate of use (38.8%) of the
respondents in the study sample for the application of TikTok for more
than three hours a day. The study also found that more than half of the
sample of respondents followed the challenges of TikTok daily, and both
the “holding your breath challenge and the breaking challenge” came.
The Skull, “Throw Your Friend Challenge” was at the forefront of the
most famous dangerous challenges that they followed, and “amusement
and entertainment, occupying free time, curiosity and learning about new
things” were at the forefront of the reasons for following them..
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The study sample’s respondents’ level of awareness of their being
affected by the content of dangerous TikTok challenges was “low” in the
first place, while the respondents’ level of awareness of others being
affected by the content of dangerous TikTok challenges was “high” in the
first place. The respondents in the study sample supported the tight
control of the TikTok application administration over the content, in
addition to their support for the state’s tight control over the application

Keywords:

Tik Tok application, Teenagers, Dangerous challenge, Third-Person
effect theory
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