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Rhetoric of Argumentation in Abu Hayyan al-Tawhidi
(His Apology for Burning His Books as a Model)
Mansour Taha Saleh Khadr
Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Al-Azhar University, Mansoura, Egypt
E-mail: mansourkhedr.32@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

This study aims to reveal the rhetoric of argument in
Abu Hayyan al-Tawhidi through examining one of his most
important speeches, which is his apology speech for
destroying his books to his friend, the judge Abu Sahl, after
the latter rebuked him for burning his books. This speech
was full of argumentative techniques, rhetorical styles, and
linguistic elements that Abu Hayyan used to win over his
addressee and convince him of the legitimacy of his
actions. To achieve this goal, the research was divided into
an introduction, a preface, five sections, a conclusion, and
two indexes. The introduction discusses the importance of
the topic, the motivations for choosing it, and the
methodology followed. The preface discusses the concept
of argumentation and its most important theories, the
relationship  between rhetoric and argumentation,
argumentation and insistence in the speech of Abu Hayyan,
an introduction to Abu Hayyan, and his motivations for
burning his books. Then, the first topic is entitled "Rhetoric
of the Argumentative Introduction”, the second topic is
"Rhetoric of the Argumentation of the Shortcoming of
Action from Knowledge, the Forgetting of People, and the
Great Consideration of Those Who Died", the third topic is
"Rhetoric of the Argumentation of Those Who Burned the
Books of the Previous Scholars”, the fourth topic is
"Rhetoric of the Argumentation of the Badness of the
Time, and the Decoration of the Asceticism in the World",
the fifth topic is "Rhetoric of the Argumentative
fgpnclusion", then the conclusion, which includes the most
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important results of the research, then the list of sources

and references, and the index of topics. The most important

findings of the research can be summarized in the

following: Abu Hayyan relied on many modern

argumentative techniques, represented in: Arguments of
%@% contradiction and disagreement. Arguments of dividing the
0=

. whole into its constituent parts. Arguments of authority.
& Arguments of the person and their actions. Arguments of
\9% direction. Realistic arguments. Arguments that invoke

values and the common. He also employed the
argumentative ladder and argumentative links, as well as
causal, inferential, and implicative relationships. He also
relied on many rhetorical arguments, such as simile,
metaphor, metonymy, repetition, condition, alliteration,
assonance, and interrogation. However, argumentative
fallacies appeared prominently in his speech, and therefore
Abu Hayyan's arguments were ultimately unable to justify
this rejected act, even though it stemmed from his own self
and experiences.

Keywords: Rhetoric- Argumentation- Abu Hayyan-

Speech.
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