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The Old Testament As a Source of Inspiration in
Medieval Hebrew Religious Poetry
Walid Reda Ali Abdallah
Department of  Hebrew language, Faculty of Arts,
Menoufia University, Egypt.
E-mail:_walid.abdallah@art.menofia.edu.eq
Abstract

&

The OIld Testament, with its three sections, occupies a U
distinct position in the Jewish religious heritage. It is not a &

sheer religious source for the Jewish religious heritage, but
rather an inspiration from which religious poets derived
solace and comfort in times of adversity and calamities.
They sought the omens of relief and salvation and derived
hope from them in an attempt to link these events and ideas
in the reality they experienced. The current research aims to
clarify the creative energy inherent in the Books of the Old
Testament, explaining how religious poets derived from
them their ideas, images, and analogies on various
occasions, which are also applicable currently. The
research includes religious poems; by different poets; from
different eras in Palestine, Irag, Andalusia, Italy and
Provence. It is to be made clear that the Old Testament had
an important role in the formation of the poetic text; it is
not only a religious source, but rather the threefold thread
(Ecclesiastes 4/12) on which the religious poets’ hopes of
getting out of calamities and salvation, despite their
different eras and places of residence, were attached.
Clearly, The Jewish religious heritage had an important role
in the medieval Hebrew literature, as it formed the poetic
text in that literature. The Old Testament was the main
source of this heritage and one of the sources of poetic
inspiration for poets who tried to expressing it and about it.
Keywords: Jewish Religious Heritage- Old Testament-
Hebrew Religious Poetry- Poetic Inspiration- Middle Age.
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