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Abstract:

This study aimed to reveal the societal perception of those
recovering from addiction in the UAE society. The data was
gathered using a scale that included positive and negative
statements from four major categories. First: The way community
members generally deal with a recovering addict. Second: The
acceptance of the recovering addict in society. Third: Community
members ’rejection of the recovering addict. Fourth: The
influence of age and sex interaction on the respondents' attitudes

towards addicts.

Ten interviewees were also interviewed, who recovered and
returned for treatment or follow-up at Al-Amal Private Hospital,
which is focused on showing the experiences of addiction
recoverees in dealing with the outside community and their

integration into social, environmental, and professional milieu.

The results showed that the perception of the recovering addict
by members of Society is generally positive with negative
indicators about "safety, confidence, dealing, integration” that
stand as an obstacle towards integration in society according to
what the recovering addicts said. It also showed that there is a
statistically significant relationship between demographic variables
(gender/age) and the attitudes of Emirati community members
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towards recovering addicts. This result contrasted with the
respondents’ narrative and the existence of a low societal
perception regardless of age and sex. In addition, there is a deep
gap between what the recovered sees from the societal reality after
his recovery and between the perception and attitudes of
community members, which is a completely contradictory gap
indicating the lack of awareness and understanding of community

members in dealing properly.
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