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Cultural populism *A sociocultural approach to the image of
Taha Hussein among the populist sector’

Shehata Muhammad Al-Haw

Researcher at the Arabic Language Academy in Cairo, Arab

Republic of Egypt

Email: maremelharsy@yhoo.com

Abstract

Cultural studies seeks to reduce the gap between criticism
and society, a gap that formal approaches have deepened due to
their orientation to the text only as a linguistic structure, and the
exclusion of everything that the text refers to outside of it.
Cultural studies of literary texts came to expand the circle, and
to pay attention to the text and what also surrounds it, how it is
produced, the channels of its presentation, and the extent of its
influence in different circles.

Hence, this research attempts to monitor the cultural
response of a sector of the masses with certain cultural
characteristics (the populist sector) to the official cultural
narrative about Taha Hussein. This narrative was woven from
the reality of his biography, confirmed by his writings and his
various intellectual and political battles, and presented through
official cultural channels. On the other hand, another counter-
narrative was woven that attributed different characteristics to
Taha Hussein, and interpreted his life paths and intellectual
theses based on personal motives.

Or political, cultural, or religious, this narrative is also
presented to the masses through available and possible means,
and then we try to monitor the interaction of the populist sector
with these two narratives and analyze the reasons for its bias
towards one of them.

This sector has become a voice that can be monitored and its
interaction with the various cultural issues raised can be
monitored and analyzed, especially with the spread of the
international information network, the Internet, the availability
of social networking sites, and electronic journalism, which
allows comments to these populist and marginalized classes. To
express herself and present her opinions and ideas, whatever
their level, through various expressive means, including words,
drawings, pictures, gestures, or recorded video or audio clips.

Keywords: cultural studies, populism, cultural narrative,
Taha Hussein, populist sector, cultural pattern, digital media.
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