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The political role of the Tuareg tribes in Western Sdan
in The era of the Kingdoms of Mali and Songhay
(636—1000 AH / 1238-1591 AD)

Ehab Shabaan Abd ElIShafy
Prof.Dr. Hussein Murad Dr. Batal Shaaban

» Abstract:

The research presents an important topic, whic¢hdaspolitical role
of the Tuareg in Western Sudan during the era@Kimgdoms of Mali
and Songhay (636 - 1000 AH / 1238 - 1591 AD). lgihe with an
introduction that defines Western Sudan, giving iatroductory
overview of the Kingdoms of Mali and Songhay and Thuareg tribes
and the reasons for their immigration to Westerda®u

The research is divided into five main axes: Thst faxis presents
the role that played by the Tuareg in the estaivestt of the kingdoms
of Mali and Songhay, and shows the impact of tharég on the
prosperity of the two Kingdoms.

The second axis shows the political situation of fhuareg in
Western Sudanese society. It reveals the poliicadposed of the
Tuareg in Western Sudan, and their success inabngy a number of
its cities during periods of weakness of the MatidaSonghay
Kingdoms.

The third axis reveals the political organizatiafishe Tuareg, those
organizations that distinguished them from othelitipal entities in
Western Sudanese society, and which shows theemfki of the
Tuareg organizations on them, especially theiugrice on the Tuareg
custom of iinheritance of power to their nephew.eThesearch
discussed what historians mentioned about the msdso this custom.

The fourth axis shows the relationship between dgaand the
ruling authorities in that period, which were reggeted by the
kingdoms of Mali and Songhay. Relations fluctuati@tween hostility
and alliance according to the strength and weakr#sshe two
kingdoms, and the success of the Tuareg in seiappprtunities to
achieve their political ambitions.

As for the fifth and final axis, it revealed thelitairy role of the
Tuareg in Western Sudanese society, their entoyanbloody political
conflict with some rulers of the kingdoms of MaficaSonghay They
success in establishing political entities for teelmes. The study also
revealed the military alliances between the Tuaaad some of the
rulers of the two kingdoms, which shows thalitically exposed that
the Tuareg enjoyed in Western Sudan during thimger
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