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The Impact of Mu'tazila on the Theological
Views of the Zaidia Shiaa
the Origin of Monotheism - as A Model

Amal Abdel Moneim Abdel Sattah Passiouni

Department of Doctrine and Philosophy, Faculty of Islamic
and Arabic Studies for Girls, Mansoura University, Egypt.
Email: amlbisuony 6990 el@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Mu'tazila is one of famous sects on the Islamic
theological field, with the approach they chose for
themselves in which the mind was the first source for
understanding the Islamic faith. Despite the extinction of
Mu’tazila as a sect, they remained with their views and
opinions. A doctrinal issue hardly be raised unless
Mu’tazila’s views were strongly present in it. So, it was
said that they influenced some of scholars and sects
that came after them. Among the sects that were
affected by Mu'tazila’s views - according to what many
scholars said - the Zaidia Shiaa sect - the followers of
Imam Zaid bin Ali bin Al-Hussein (80-122AH), where
some described it as “Mu’tazila sect” despite the Zaidia
Shiaa origin,. But this description is not accurate. The
reason which prompted some to say this is connection
between the two sects, which arose almost
simultaneously with the beginning of the second century
AH, due to political events that occurred to Imam Zaid,
in addition to his connection to Wasil bin Ataa al-Ghazzal
(80-131AH), Mu'tazila sheikh. Whether the connection
was that Zaid was the student of Wasil, or a mutual
study between the Zaydia was formed as a sect which
Zaid did not know anything about or choose a name for
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it. On the other hand, Mu’tazila, benefited greatly from
Zaidia after the persecution of Mu'tazila of Baghdad
because of the problem of (the creation of the Qur'an)
which they created. The intellectual heritage of Mu'tazila
would have disappeared if Zaidia hadn’t preserved it
since the sixth century AH. This research is an attempt
to show the extent of the influence of Mu’tazila verbally
on the Zaydia Shiaa through (monotheism) which is for
Mu'tazila and Zaidia as well. The research adopts a
descriptive and analytical approach, shedding light on
the definition of the two sects and their origin, relying on
the relevant sources of.

Keywords: Mu'tazila, Zaidia, Monotheism, Theology,
Creed.
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