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©) Sian Miels: Simon Weil, An Anthology, pp. 182, 183.
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Rooting and uprooting according to Simone Weil
(A study in the spirituality of work)
By
Dr.Doaa Mohammed Abdel Nazeer Hammad
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Abstract:

Simone Weil (1909-1943) is considered one of the most
prominent philosophers of the twentieth century, and her
importance became known after her death. Albert Camus
considered it the greatest spirit of our time, and
considered it impossible to imagine a place for Europe
unless we took into account the requirements set by
Simone Weil. She is a feminist thinker, labor activist,
teacher, leftist activist in the Spanish Revolution, and a
Sufi. Weil saw that the most dangerous issue facing the
worker is the issue of “uprooting workers,” in her book
“Rooting1943.” Therefore, what Weil was seeking was to
restore human humanity, solve the problem of uprooting
by rooting versus uprooting on the one hand, and
achieve the spirituality of work on the other hand. The
concept of rooting has developed to reach its spiritual
meaning with a Sufi tendency according to Weil, the
tendency that defined Christ and Christianity, so that
rooting at its highest level is that which is represented in
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the spirituality of work. Our way to do this is to endure
“affliction,” as Weil believes that life is an affliction that we
bear in love with God, and thus work, which is the source
of the worker’s misery, is itself the means of his salvation
and connecting with divinity. This is what turns affliction
into joy in connecting with divinity, thus transforming the
worker’s suffering into the joy of connecting with God,
and this is the pinnacle of the spirituality of work.

Keywords:

Rooting , uprooting , the spirituality of work , gravity ,
grace , affliction , attention , necessity , mysticism ,
revolution , Catholicism , Marxism , the factory
philosopher , the Feminist philosopher , Thought and
work , socialism , Stalinism, Bolshevism.
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