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The Saudi public’s uses and gratifications of visual
content on news websites

Abstract:

The study sought to determine the motives behind the Saudi public’s use
of visual content through news portals, and the gratifications achieved
from it, and explore the rates and nature of the public’s exposure to it, the
extent of the study sample’s preference for visual content.

This study belongs to the descriptive studies, and relied on the survey
method, and used a questionnaire form to collect data from 400
respondents from the Saudi public.

The study concluded to some important results:

- The most prominent reasons for the Saudi audience’s preference for
visual content were the following: “They can watch it at any time,” “It
matches the type of content and content I want,” and “The ability to
publish and share it on my page on social media.”

- The most prominent utilitarian motives for the Saudi public in
watching visual content were as follows: “obtaining new information
about daily events,” “learning about social conditions in the country,”
“knowing local news and events,” and “ease of use and exposure.”

- The most prominent ritual motives for the Saudi public in watching
visual content were the following: “to learn about the circumstances of
others,” “to take a break from daily work activity,” “to use it as an
alternative to journalistic text,” and “to stand out from my colleagues
and friends.”

29 <6

- The most prominent gratifications achieved by the Saudi audience
from visual content were the following: “It made me feel as if I were
living the event,” “It pushed me to focus on the content more than the
form,” “It provided me with a great knowledge about the events,” “I
became more interactive with current events,” and “ It helped me
understand reality in a correct way, “makes me feel happy and
enjoyable,” and “occupies my free time and relieves me of boredom.”

Keywords: (visual content - Saudi audience - motivations - gratifications)
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