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Framing the Libyan Crises on Private Press
Websites: Illegal Immigration and Turkish
Intervention in Libya as an Example

Abstract:

This study aims to observe and analyze media coverage on private websites
regarding the Libyan crises, explicitly focusing on the crises of illegal
immigration (939 items) and Turkish intervention in Libya (753 items).
The analysis is conducted on Bawabat Al-Wasat, which represents private
Libyan websites, and Al-Masry Al-Youm, which represents private
Egyptian websites. The overall study sample comprises 1692 instances
collected from 2018 to 2020. The key findings are outlined below:

1. news coverage emerged as the predominant form in the total study sample
and in detail at the level of each crisis and website separately.

2. The websites in the study sample primarily focused on recording events by
conveying information and related details during or after their occurrence.

3. The main issue was the primary focus of journalistic materials: 31.8% for
the illegal immigration crisis and 44.6% for the Turkish intervention crisis
in Libya, with additional attention given to related crises and issues.

4. Analysis of the data reveals a prevailing negative trend in addressing both
the illegal immigration crisis in Al-Masry Al-Youm and the crisis of
Turkish intervention in Libya, both in Bawabat Al-Wasat and in the overall
study sample. Conversely, a trend of combining negative and positive
approaches was evident in both the handling of the illegal immigration
crisis by Bawabat Al-Wasat and the treatment of the crisis of Turkish
intervention in Libya by Al-Masry Al-Youm, as well as in the total study
sample of the illegal immigration crisis.

5. Both Bawabat Al-Wasat and Al-Masry Al-Youm websites predominantly
relied on combining their sources with other media sources when
addressing both crises under study. Self-sources were secondary in both
instances.

6. The prevalence of political content, followed by security and military
content, is notable in the illegal immigration crisis, with a substantial
margin, and in the Turkish intervention crisis in Libya, albeit to a lesser
extent. This observation aligns with the inherent nature of the crises, the
progression of events, and the management of related issues, reflecting the
decision-making processes to achieve specific goals for each involved
party. This pattern underscores the interdependence between media and
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politics, particularly in crises that encompass significant security and
military dimensions, with the Turkish intervention crisis exhibiting these
aspects more prominently.

7. The primary reliance on official sources, especially those of a political,
military, security, and legal nature, characterises the journalistic coverage
of the studied topics. This tendency may be attributed to the accessibility
of these sources to media professionals, coupled with a preference for
official channels due to the challenges associated with verifying the
authenticity of available information. Furthermore, these official sources
play a pivotal role in shaping the narrative surrounding events in both
crises under examination.

8. The coverage by websites in the study sample tends to be one-sided, with
the exception of Al-Masry Al-Youm's approach to the Turkish intervention
crisis. While this might initially suggest an imbalance in journalistic
coverage, a comprehensive analysis of the overall study sample reveals
that both websites demonstrated interest in covering the two crises from
various perspectives and treatment directions. However, this coverage is
often fragmented, with one aspect addressed in a particular news piece,
followed by coverage of another aspect in a subsequent report.

9. The results from the previous table highlight Egypt and Libya as the most
prominently featured Arab countries in the study, aligning with the study's
objectives. Italy emerged as the most present European country, reflecting
the enduring relations between Italy and Libya throughout history. Other
European nations, including Germany, France, and Spain, were
significantly affected by the phenomenon of illegal immigration. The
United States featured prominently due to its global influence and the
negative impact of illegal immigration, particularly from Mexico. This
emphasis extended to Central American countries, Mexico, and various
non-Arab African nations, identified as transit or source countries for
illegal immigration related to Libya. Additionally, the study unveiled the
involvement of various organisations, bodies, and ministries associated
with the two investigated crises, along with the perspective of migrants in
the illegal immigration crisis.

10.The most significant frameworks for the journalistic treatment of the two
crises under study are represented by the accountability, conflict, human
concern, and results frameworks, supplemented by several other
frameworks.

Keywords: Framing, the Libyan Crises , Press Websites, Illegal
Immigration , Turkish Intervention .
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