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Abortion in Egypt during the Roman era.
Dr. Ahmed Farouk Radwan
Abstract

Abortion is the loss of a fetus, either deliberately or
unintentionally at times. Abortion spread in Roman Egypt that it
reached the extent of a social phenomenon, at the same time there
were some husbands and wives who were keen to complete the
pregnancy process successfully, therefore, they resorted to the
prophecies of the goddess Baobu, the goddess of childbirth, so that a
miscarriage would not occur. The intentional abortions occurred in
several ways, either for the pregnant mother to put a compressive band
around her stomach, or to take herbs that might cause the death of the
fetus, or to fast from food and drink for a long time, or to sit on
coconuts hot water, or pouring hot water over her stomach, and she
resorted to abortion sometimes if she was subjected to a crime of rape
or because she committed adultery and bore an illegitimate child. As
for unintentional abortions, it happened either through a quarrel
between the pregnant mother and another party, whether with hands or
a sharp object, or because she contracted a disease that affects the life
of the fetus, or because she got married at an early age, and the uterus
was not fully developed sometimes. Abortion also had negative results
that lead the mother to danger to her life sometimes, and the use of
fetuses in the work of black magic to harm others sometimes, while
the positive results of abortion were represented in burying fetuses
under the walls of houses as they are pure souls that help expel evil
spirits.

Keywords: Abortion, Romans, Prophecies, Evil Spirits, Early
Marriage, Chronic Diseases.
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NOEY Ga (Yo ¥ o) L ol VYY) aaal) LYY i) A giall el s RS
®)B.G.U, I, 115 (187 A.D.).
©) p. Meyer, 9 (145-146 A.D.):
Atapiav (€TdV) ka donu(ov) Emkekpi(€vov) &v KaToikolg Kol v TovT[o]v
YuvoiKo oveay av(tod)
[opomaTplov kol opopunTplov aderg v Adnvapiov (tdv) 1y donu(ov)>



https://www.abebooks.com/book-search/author/dumont-martial-pierre-morel/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Roger%20S.%20Bagnall&eventCode=SE-AU
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@ L. M. Lonie, The Hippocratic Treatises 'On Generation'. 'On the Nature of the
child', 'Diseases IV, (Walter de Gruyter: Berlin-New York), 13, 1, (1981), p. 7.

@ Jane Louise, Draycott, "Approaches to Healing in Roman Egypt", Thesis
Submitted to The University of The Nottingham for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy (2011), pp. 213ff.

®) Bagnall and Frier, (1994), The Demography of Roman Egypt, p. 112.

@ P, Fouad, Les Papyrus Fouad | (Publications de la societe Fouad | de
papyrologie, textes et documents I11), by A. Bataille, O. Gueraud, P. Jouguet
and others, Cairo (1939), 1,75, LL.4-1 (64 A.D.)

v taAaitopov Buyatépa cov ‘Epevviav
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yuncOat T PoadEt Tt EvatTnL Ot ©-
potoknTod &TEKEV YAP OKTML

UNvaV modiov vekpov Kol T€6oapag
nuépog énélmoe kol petd tadta
TETNAEVTNKEV.
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el e oLl
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W s.B, Sammelbuch Griechischer Urkunden aus Agypten, by F.Preisigke,
F.Bilabel and E.Kissling, Strassburg-Berlin—Leipzig (1915-1934), 16, 12606
(3rd Cen. AD.).

@ p. Oxy, 14, 1687 (184 A.D.).

@) p. Ryl, 2,144 (38 A.D.), Euhemeria, Arsinoe.

(4) P.Mich. 5.228. LL.18-23 (47 A.D.).
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WP, Oxy., 2,315 (37 A.D) = S.B, 10, 10239, LL.1-22 (37 A.D.).
2l e glaadl e aryal ()
M. V. Biscottini, L'archivio di Tryphon, tessitore di Oxyrhynchos, Estratto
Dalla Rivista "Aegyptus" 46 (1966), pp. 60ff; A. Bell, Cults and Creeds in
Greco Roman Egypt, Liverpool University Press (1952), pp. 3ff.
®)p_Oxy, 2, 316 (50-51 A.D.) = S.B,10, 10245, LL.1-15 (50-51 A.D.).
@ P. Oxy., LI, 3620, LL.1-24 (326 A.D.).
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M B. Baldwin, "Crime and Criminals in Graeco-Roman Egypt", Aegyptus: rivista
italiana di egittologia e di papirologia, VVol. 43 (1963), p. 262.

RS Uae Ly duo Ologsll e 3 lple Loy L Lo Ciiells 3l (I sane slad ()
R Ga (aY YY) pdie GBI sl canaall galsll el

sl ¢ ilogslly g leppme 5 dpnally Luilil] Gyiland) S L Ll oile 2ea) ()
O Arala (igilly Ayl cluhall 3S5e (Al @hlasll o 3l E) cEn s
N e ¢ (aY 0 VY) (sl

@ Cf, J. M. Riddle, Eves Herbs: A History of Contraception and Abortion in the
West, Harvard University Press (1997).
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Diodorus, 108201; Strouhal, Eugen, Life of the Ancient Egyptian. Cairo (1992),
p. 250.

@ J. M. Riddle, Contraception and Abortion (1994), pp. 221-224.

@) Cf, Kaldari, History of Abortion, https: en.wikibedia.org. (2006), pp. 1-5.

@ A. E.Hanson, A. Arbor and Monica H. G., Soranus of Ephesus:
Methodicorum princeps, Aufstieg Und Niedergang der Romischen Welt, 2,
37.2, Berlin, New York (1999), pp. 968ff.
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@ Soranus, 2, xix; https:/earlychurchhistory.org/.

@ A. Lucas, "Poisons in Ancient Egypt". JEA, 24 (1938), p. 199.

®)J.'S. Murray, The Alleged Prohibition of Abortion in the Hippocratic Oath, in
Emc, 10, 293-311 (1991), pp. 118ff.

@ Cluent, 32, Quoted Dig.xIviii.xix.39; Th. Marianna, (2019), Unborn and the
Newborn, p. 68.

®) W.J. Watts, Ovid, The Law and Roman Society on Abortion (University of
Natal), Acta Classica, Classical Association of South Africa, Vol. 16
(1973), .98,
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@ p_ Broca, Des Aneurysms et de leur Traitement, Paris (1965), VI.LXXII.
@) D. Wilkinson, Death or Disability? The 'Carmentis Machine' and Decision-
Making for Critically Il Children, Oxford University Press (2014), 106.



https://philpapers.org/s/Dominic%20Wilkinson
https://philpapers.org/go.pl?id=WILDOD-4&proxyId=&u=https%3A%2F%2Foxford.universitypressscholarship.com%2Fview%2F10.1093%2Facprof%3Aoso%2F9780199669431.001.0001%2Facprof-9780199669431
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@ P, Mich, 6, 423-424. LL.12-13 (197 A.D.).
ndAew EnfABev petd Thg yovorkog avtod Kol Znva tivog Eyov-
TG PPEPOC BOLAOUEVOL TOV YE®PYOV OV PODOVE® TTEpIKAToOL
@ D. Frankfurter, "Fetus Magic and Sorcery Fears in Roman Egypt", Greek,
Roman, and Byzantines Studies, Vol. 46, (2006), pp. 37ff.
®)J. Carcopino, Daily Life in Ancient Rome, The People and the City at the
Height of the Empire, London (1946), pp. 76-181; P.Coll.Youtie = Collectanea
Papyrologica: Texts Published in Honor of H.C. Youtie, ed. by numerous



https://grbs.library.duke.edu/article/view/391
https://grbs.library.duke.edu/article/view/391
https://books.google.com/books/about/Daily_Life_in_Ancient_Rome.html?id=Ng92zQEACAAJ
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contributors under the direction of A.E. Hanson. Bonn 1976. 2, 67 (260 A.D.);
P. Oxy.,12,1467 (246 A.D.).

@ P.Turner = Papyri Greek and Egyptian Edited by Various Hands in Honour of
Eric Gardner Turner on the Occasion of his Seventieth Birthday, ed. P.J.
Parsons, J.R. Rea and others. London 1981. 41. LL.2-6 (249 A.D.).
apd AV[pnA[iog] Zapamiddog Thc kai Atovu-
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@Pp. Oxy,10,1274. LL.2-5 (3rd Cent A.D.); P. Oxy,12, 1467, LL.1-10 (263 A.D.).
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@ Plinio Prioreschi Contraception and Abortion in the Greco-Roman World,
Bibliothéque interuniversitaire de Santé (1995), p. 80.
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