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Employment Techniques of Anecdotes in the Arabic Play
"Abu Dulama', a Play by Ali Ahmad Bakathir as a Model

By: Alreedy Abdul- Hafeez Abdulrahman
Department of Literature and Criticism
Faculty of Islamic Women in Assiut
Azhar University

Abstract

The anecdote is a comic novelette which constitutes a partially
independent event whose presence in the Arab play creates comedic situations
that vary between tautology and artistic use, abundance, and scarcity. Hence,
the researcher decided to select a play where anecdotes are mostly utilized as a
model for this research. Therefore, "Abu Dulama", a play by Ali Ahmad
Bakathir was very convenient for this study. This play was also selected for the
purpose of revealing the psychology of its creation, the techniques of its
structure, the differences of employment techniques of the anecdotes in between
the story and the play. To achieve this objective, the research has applied the
analytical inductive approach. The researcher has traced all the anecdotes,
compared them to their origins in heritage books, analyzed them to find out
about general techniques through which each category of anecdotes can be
classified into the artistic technique intended by its owner. The research has
found out that Bakathir followed five techniques: total employment, partial
employment, recalling employment, frequent employment, and innovative
employment. The most prevalent employment techniques were the total and
innovative whereas the least was the recalling technique. It became clear that
the presence of anecdotes was continuous and developing, dominated by artistry
and far from tautology except rarely. The writer derived them from multiple
sources and relied most on "The Book of Songs" by Abu Al-Faraj Al- Isfahani.
When there were multiple narrations, he relied on Al- Isfahani's book. As the
characteristics of the play as an art impose the construction of anecdotes on
dialogues, Bakathir turned the narrative into dialogues. Finally, this study would
open venues for research in its field, such as the narrative structure of the
anecdote... reading the main books and employing the anecdote in the story and
the play between the artistic and the declarative values.

Key words: anecdote, employment, the psychology of creation, play, Ali
Bakathir.
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