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Abstract: The study aimed to assess the need for developing the Early Childhood Education (ECE) bachelor's program in
the Qassim region and its connection to meeting the demands of the job market. A survey method was employed, involving
asample of 175 participants, including students from Qassim universities, employers, and community members in the Qassim
region, Saudi Arabia.

To achieve the study objectives, a questionnaire was designed with three main axes:
1. Training Needs

2. Job Market Needs

3. Community Needs in the Qassim Region

The findings revealed the following:

1. Thereisasignificant correlation between the training needs required for the development of the ECE bachelor's program
and its alignment with meeting the job market demands (with an average score of 4.33).

2. A significant correlation exists between the job market needs necessary for the development of the ECE bachelor's
program and its connection to meeting the job market demands (with an average score of 4.21).

3. There is a significant correlation between the community needs in the Qassim region required for the development of
the ECE bachelor's program and its connection to meeting the job market demands (with an average score of 4.45).

4. No statistically significant differences were found in the needs for developing the ECE program and its connection to
meeting job market demands based on gender, age, and beneficiary.

The study emphasizes the importance of focusing on ECE programs by the responsible authorities in the Ministry of
Education, particularly in the Qassim region and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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