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Critical analysis of the Russian-Ukrainian war
declaration speech by Russian President Vladimir Putin

Abstract:

This study seeks to analyze the Russian-Ukrainian war declaration
speech by President Vladimir Putin. This study belongs to descriptive
studies. It used the critical analysis approach according to Fairclough’s
three-dimensional approach. It aimed to monitor the general context of
the production of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s speech, analyze
its formal structure, and reveal the features. Structural and rhetorical
stylistics in the discourse under analysis and the implications of their
use to achieve the objectives of the discourse. It concluded that the
general context of the speech declaring war on Ukraine by Russian
President Vladimir Putin came after the announcement of the plan for
Ukraine to join NATO and the European Union, and Kiev’s
announcement of its intention to possess a nuclear weapon, in an
attempt by the West to besiege Russia, as well as Russia’s
dissatisfaction with the suppression of Ukraine for the population, that
Is, the Donbass region. Putin also repeatedly used referring names for
the distant people in his speech, especially “those” to implicitly express
those who constitute hostility against Russia from Western countries.
While the verbal acts that Putin employed in his speech were numerous,
some of them were not with the aim of exonerating the Russian regime.
In front of his people and the world, he refrained from committing any
atrocities. Putin also used some adjectives to express himself and draw
Russia’s identity, as he used positive words, including that Russia is a
country that defends and protects its citizens

Keywords: Critical analysis of speech- the Russian-Ukrainian war
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