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Abstract

René Guénon (d. 1951 AD) is considered one of the most prominent
French Orientalists who was influenced by the Islamic East, especially its
spiritual aspect, by which | mean “Islamic Sufism.” He believes that Islamic
Sufism is based on mystical spiritual education that leads to certainty. He
converted to Islam and was known as Sheikh (Abdul Wahid Yahya) after his
conversion to Islam.

Sheikh Abdul Halim Mahmoud, may God have mercy on him, said about
him: His conversion to Islam was a major revolution that shook the
consciences of many people with pure insight, so they imitated him,
embraced Islam, and formed loyal groups of believers that worshiped God
with certainty in the strongholds of Catholicism in France and Switzerland.
All who communicate knew him. Closely connected to religious philosophical
studies in Europe and America.

Through his writings, René Guénon tried to point out the error of Western
civilization in focusing its attention on the material aspect and neglecting the
spiritual aspect of human life. Which led to the manifestations of spiritual
sabotage and ideological and intellectual deviation in the West that we see
today, and at the same time praised the spirituality of the East. Which
infuses spiritual tranquility and heart tranquility in souls. He also believes
that there is no way for the West to achieve salvation except by

approaching the divine teachings that are still alive in the East, especially in
authentic Islamic Sufism.

key words
René Guénon, Western Civilization, Islamic Sufism, Orientalism, French
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