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The approach to reforming cities in the philosophical perception of some
Muslim philosophers

Abstract

The research aims to reveal the approach to reforming cities and its goal in
the philosophical conception until human perfection is achieved through
reaching virtues and obtaining happiness for their people, whether happiness
results from gathering in a utopia as Al-Farabi thought, by uniting with the
community of virtuous people if this city is corrupt as Ibn Bajjah believed, or
by self-confinement and keeping away from all forms of socializing, while
working on self-reform and searching for truth, as Ibn Tufail believed. To
achieve this goal, it is necessary to have visions and proceed with systematic
steps to reform the city. There are persons who believed that its reform starts
from the top and begins with assigning rule to the good ruler, the philosopher
who has a predictable vision in life, according to a hierarchical progression of
bodies and ranks. While there are others who believed that the reform starts
from the bottom and begins with those united with a group of happy secluded
persons whose abundance in number results in making a utopia. The third
opinion in reforming the city combined the two previous views: The upper
and lower, as Ibn Tufayl did with the character of “Hayy” in the beginning,
before meeting “Absal ”.Accordingly, | divided the research into: an
introduction, a preface, three sections, and a conclusion. The preface dealt
with the foundations of human society in the city, the first section presented
the above-ground reform approach, the second dealt with the shift to the
bottom-ground reform approach, and in the third the section | presented the
idea of reform toward the self or the individual’s city. In dealing with the
research ,it was appropriate to use the analytical, comparative, and critical
approach. | ended up proving that Muslim philosophers had a developed
reformist approach according to circumstances and conditions, despite their
influence by Greek philosophers.

Keywords: reform, city, management, gathering, secluded person.
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