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Abstract

The last century witnessed a remarkable expansion in Byzantine studies. In the past,
researches were mostly focused on political, war, and military topics. Those topics were largely
covered by related contemporary sources, and information there-about was widely available.
However, with numerous contemporary discoveries, and increased efforts of researchers and
students of medieval European history in general and Byzantine history in particular, new fields
were introduced and other topics were discussed, especially those related to religious, cultural,
and social issues, including various issues related to the Byzantine family. This study discusses
the family life and divorce regulating imperial laws, the impact of Ancient Roman law thereon,
and the changes made by emperors to modernize and adapt such ancient laws to the New Era.
This New Era began with the beginnings and spread of Christianity and the increase of its
followers. The Research discusses also the influence of the Christianity and its teachings on civil
laws and on the Byzantine dynasty at the beginning of the IV century AD, which is considered a
part of much larger topic, i.e., the evangelization of the society and the spread of Christianity.
This research monitored the divorce related imperial laws enacted by the Byzantine Emperor,
Theodosius II (408— 450 AD), as published in his code, "The Theodosian Code and Novels", as
effected in the eastern half of the empire as of 438 AD.
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Abstract

The last century witnessed a remarkable expansion in Byzantine studies. In the
past, researches were mostly focused on political, war, and military topics.
Those topics were largely covered by related contemporary sources, and
information there-about was widely available. However, with numerous
contemporary discoveries, and increased efforts of researchers and students of
medieval European history in general and Byzantine history in particular, new
fields were introduced and other topics were discussed, especially those related
to religious, cultural, and social issues, including various issues related to the
Byzantine family. This study discusses the family life and divorce regulating
imperial laws, the impact of Ancient Roman law thereon, and the changes made
by emperors to modernize and adapt such ancient laws to the New Era. This
New Era began with the beginnings and spread of Christianity and the increase
of its followers. The Research discusses also the influence of the Christianity
and its teachings on civil laws and on the Byzantine dynasty at the beginning of
the IV century AD, which is considered a part of much larger topic, i.e., the
evangelization of the society and the spread of Christianity. This research
monitored the divorce related imperial laws enacted by the Byzantine Emperor,
Theodosius II (408 — 450 AD), as published in his code, "The Theodosian Code
and Novels", as effected in the eastern half of the empire as of 438 AD.

Keywords: Divorce , Husband , Wife , Adultery , Dowry
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