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The Impact of the Novel “Diary of a Deputy in the
Countryside” by Tawfiq Al - Hakim on the Novel “The
Countryside Doctor” by Mohamed Al - Mansi Qandil

Amany Hafez Abdelkhalik Elhefnawy

the department of Arabic language, Faculty of Languages and
Translation, October 6 University

Email: amanihafezalhafnawi@gmail.com

Abstract:

The novel “Diary of a Deputy in the Countryside” is one of the
most famous novels of the writer and playwright Tawfig al -
Hakim. It gained popularity and spread widely in the cultural
circles. Besides, it has been a bestseller in the Arab book market.
Since its publication in 1937, several editions have been translated
and published in different languages, including French, English,
Hebrew, German, Spanish and Russian. It has influenced many
writers since its events revolve around the suffering of the
Egyptian countryside. Its influence was also present in many
novels written later, whether deep or relative, such as “Al - ard
(The Earth)”, by Abdul Rahman Al - Sharkawi, “Al - Watad
(Deep Root)” by Khairi Shalabi, “Ibn Al - Reef (Son of the
Countryside)” by Abdul Hamid Muhammad Badran, and “Al -
Tareef about Tib Al - Reef (The Funny about Medicine of the
Countryside) by Ahmad Khaled Tawfig. The researcher selected
one of these novels, “The Countryside Doctor” by Mohamed Al -
Mansi Qandil, to reveal the influence of the novel “The Diary of a
Deputy in the Countryside” on it. This research sought to consider
the relationship between the novel “The Diary of a Deputy in the
Countryside” and the novel “The Countryside Doctor”, look for
the forms of this relationship and its extent in quantity and quality,
and analyze the relationships between the two novels, highlighting
the impact of the novel the novel “The Diary of a Deputy in the
Countryside” and the novel “The Countryside Doctor” These
relationships between the two novels are illustrated in some
images; namely, the general introduction on the autobiography,
the peritexts, then the surface structure and its similarities in ideas,
values, characters and linguistic similarities, up to the similarity in
the deep and surface structure. These multiple images of the
relationships discussed in the research showed how the novel
“The Countryside Doctor” is related to “The Diary of a Deputy in
the Countryside .

Keywords: Novel, Peritexts, Values, Balance, Intertextuality.
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