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Subseries of Astronomical Map Institution
in the period (1286-1290 AH / 1869-1873 AD)

Diplomatic archival study
Neveen Ahmed Arafa
Department of Documents, Libraries and Information, Faculty of
Humanities, Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.

Email: nevenahmed@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The research deals with the study of the sub-series of the
registers of the Astronomical Map Institution due to its importance as
a cognitive tool that contributes to provide documented information
about land survey and cartography in Egypt in the second half of the
nineteenth century, which are ten registers covering the historical
period (1286-1290 AH / 1869-1873 AD) preserved within the record
group of the Ministry of Public Affairs at the National Archives. Two
methodologies have been used: Case study methodology and
documentary methodology, by defining them, preparing two finding
aids, a List, and multi-level archival description cards following the
international standard of archival description (ISAD), as well as the
application of elements of modern diplomatic criticism, with the
publication of samples of documents recorded in the registers. The
study concluded that there were organized methods of land survey and
cartography through procedures determined by the Astronomical Map
Institution and the registers have clarified this. It was participating in
the organization of streets, and the annual calendar, in addition to
reviving the Nile scale in Aswan and relying on it in that period.

Keywords: Interest, Astronomical map, Cartography, Land

surveying.
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