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Fiefdoms of Agricultural School Graduates in
Egypt and Its Economic and Social Impacts
(1939-1960)

Hussein Hassanein Abdel Rahman Hassanein.
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic Language,
Al-Azhar University, Assiut, Arab Republic of Egypt.

Email: husseinhassanein.47@azahar.edu.eg
Abstract:

Agriculture holds significant importance in Egypt throughout various
historical periods due to its vital role in livelihoods. That is why
governments have prioritized agricultural development and worked on
increasing the cultivated area by reclaiming uncultivated lands across
the country. At the beginning of the 20th century, the government
began selling portions of its lands to small-scale farmers and initiated
the Agricultural Fiefdoms Project. This project involved allocating
reclaimed lands in the northern Delta to College of Agriculture
graduates' and intermediate agricultural institutes. The project aimed
to address several objectives, the most important of which are:
providing employment opportunities for educated youth, reducing
unemployment among the educated population, improving
agricultural production through the application of modern scientific
principles, spreading agricultural knowledge in rural areas where
feudal lands are located, establishing urban communities in remote
regions away from cities and administrative capitals, and converting a
portion of frozen wealth into liquid assets by selling government lands
after reclamation as a new resource for the state treasury. However,
the Agricultural Feudalism Project encountered numerous challenges,
including poor land condition, irrigation and drainage issues, a
shortage of necessary machinery and livestock, lack of easy
transportation or well-paved agricultural roads, absence of housing
for beneficiaries or the families of farmers working on the lands, and
insufficient educational and healthcare facilities in various
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distribution areas. Additionally, financial issues threatened project
beneficiaries, as there was no unified system for loan disbursement,
causing significant troubles, that the government faced through many
measures, which had a tangible impact on the lives of the
beneficiaries. Despite the initial obstacles that faced the graduates’
fiefdoms project, it had various positive aspects in economic and social
realms. This research delves into the Agricultural Feudalism Project,
examining the challenges it confronted and the resultant economic
and social impacts.

Keywords: Agricultural Fiefdoms , Loans , Agricultural School
Graduates, Beneficiaries.
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-Crouhiey, A.E: The Investment of Foreign Capital in
Egyptian Companies and Public Debt Government Press,
Cairo, 1936.

-Samir Radwan: Capital Formation in Egyptian Industry and
Agriculture 1882-1967, London 1974.
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