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The impact of the phonological context in explaining some
phenomena of Othmani calligraphy: Substituting A (alif) with W
(waw) as a model

-Abstract

This paper discusses the impact of the phonological context in explaining
some phenomena of Othmani calligraphy via the phenomenon of replacing the A
alif and W wawa as an example. The paper is divided into three sections. The
first presents foundational introductions on the most important search terms. The
second handles the impact of dialects and linguistic history on the phenomenon
of replacing the A alif and W wawa in the Holy Qur’an script. The third
discusses the impact of the phonological structure of the word on the writing of

A alif as W waw in the Holy Qur’an.

The research showed that the phenomenon of replacing the alif with wawa in
the Othmani script does not indicate bad spelling of early scribes, as some
scholars have claimed, but rather expresses a pattern of the prevalent spelling
patterns at the time of writing the Imam Othman’s Qur’an, and that the
phonological performance of the words in which the alph got replaced with waw
in the Qur’an may be affected by the phonological performance of the same
words in some Semitic languages that branched out in Arabic from the mother
Semitic, and that the substitution of (alif) with (waw) in the Qur’an is not related
to the phonological context of the alif in the structure of the words concerned,
but rather it has a dialectology-based reason; being related to the phenomenon of
sound-aggrandizement dominant in the linguistic environment of Hijaz, in which
the Holy Qur’an was revealed.

- Keywords:
Qur’anic calligraphy - Replacing the alif with waw - The phonological context —

Sound — aggrandizement
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