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Abstract:

Until the early 20™ century, Arabs did not pay sufficient attention to Persian
literature compared to the great interest in European literature, but the translation
of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam holds a special significance and marks a
qualitative shift in the interaction between Arabic and Persian literature. These
translations opened the door to literary interaction between Arabs and Persians
and had a far-reaching impact due to the background of the authors, their
philosophies and literary works. In particular, the Rubaiyat had a significant
impact due to the multiplicity of subjects and the philosophical points of view it
encompassed. This influence did not stop at translations, which amounted to
dozens between poetry and prose, some in classical Arabic. Rather, some of the
writers who read these works organized them in the manner of the Rubaiyat. The
translations varied in general in their adherence to the original text (whether it
was Persian or English), as some were very close to the original text, especially
the prose translations. Translation in general requires the selection of terms,
phrases and words that render a vivid picture colored by imagination and
adorned by sublimation, symmetry and metaphor, especially poetic translation,
which requires the ability to be creative in choosing meter and rhyme. How did
Arab poets and translators deal with the Rubaiyat and how did they present this
poetic masterpiece to the Arab reader?

Keywords: Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, Persian Literature, Translation, Poetry,
Prose, Omar Khayyam, Arabic Literature.
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