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The COVID-19 pandemic and  social capital 

A field study in Beni Suef Governorate. 

Abstract: 

This study starts from a basic issue, which is to monitor the role played 

by social capital in its various forms in dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The study aims to clarify the social characteristics of the cases of Covid-19, the 

subject of the study, and to reveal the role played by the network - the group in 

the face of the pandemic, and to identify the social norms that link the members 

of these groups, and their effects, and to reveal the changes that occurred in this 

network - the group with regard to factors Its strength and weakness. The study 

is based on the group-network perspective and issues of social capital theory. In 

its methodological aspect, the study relies on the social network approach and 

the anthropological approach. The study showed that there is a positive impact 

of the pandemic on the local social capital in the research community, as the 

pandemic has led to an increase in the strength of social bonds between 

members of social networks, and social capital in its various forms has played a 

key role in  strengthening the community’s methods of containing the pandemic 

and reducing its spread. , by strengthening group activities and increasing the 

benefits of cooperation, especially in light of the low level of confidence in 

official information about the pandemic, which has resulted in compliance with 

health practices not becoming a social norm, and official coercion of the state is 

still an important mechanism in changing the behavior of individuals under the 

pandemic, However, social networks and personal relationships in social capital 

provided a useful framework for building a supportive environment for health 

and a protective factor against disease despite the appearance of some of its 

negative aspects. 

Descriptors:      : COVID-19, social capital, group-network, social 

network. 
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