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Binary Contrasts and Openness 

 of the Narrative Imagination in Tarek Eltayeb's  

Cities without Palms and House of Palms 

Abstract  

Binary contrasts are clear in Mudun Bila Nakheel (Cities without 

Palms) and Bayt Alnakheel (House of Palms) by the Sudanese novelist Tarek 

Eltayeb. Thus, the present research paper mainly aims to highlight the 

aesthetic meanings and values implied in these binaries in relation to the 

objective experience of the novels. It relies on a hermeneutic reading that 

adjusts, in terms of inputs, with the main objective of   the binaries, i.e., having 

an effective impact on the reader based on a network of semantic relationships 

between the contrasting parties in the interaction with narrative situations. 

This network unveils the implied meaning in the experience of (Hamza), the 

main character of the novels, personally (at the level of emotions) or generally 

in connection to the multiple other, especially in the inferior look of the 

foreigner to the black African. This aware presence of the binaries obliged 

employing open plot in the narrative discourse to fit the openness of their 

worlds in the novels. Therefore, the dramatic plot relies on narrative 

techniques that include binary aspects, such as (retrieval) joined by the past-

present binary, (dreams) joined by consciousness and unconsciousness, 

(contrastive dialogue), and (contrastive poetic image) at the level of narration, 

character, place, and other techniques that effectively helped make individual 

and group meaning, which varied according to the identity of each party and 

its context. 

Descriptors: Binary contrasts, Openness of the discourse, Tarek 

Eltayeb, Hermeneutics, Binary dreams, Dramatic plot 
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