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Depictions of Religious and Mythological Themes on the column

capitals of the Baths of Caracalla in Rome

Haidy Mohammed Mohammed Amer
Department of Greek and Roman Archeology, Faculty of Archeology,
Ain Shams University, Egypt
mohmedhaidy41@gmail.com

Abstract: The main aim of this research is to focus on the religious and mythological
themes depicted on the capitals of the columns of the Baths of Caracalla in Rome during
the Severian Period. The artistic themes varied between legendary heroes, at the top of
which was the Hero Hercules, and Roman deities such as the goddess Venus and the
god Bacchus with his followers that include the satyrs and the Maenades, the gods Mars
and Eros, and the goddessesDeaVirtusand Fortuna on the one hand, and the Eastern
ones such as the Alexandrian trinity consisting of Isis, Serapis, and Harpocrates on the
other hand. The artistic themes also included the depiction of artistic scenes of birds,
most notably the eagles, where it is depicted with its wings spread out as if it were
flying in the sky, with the shapes of lightning bolts in the middle of the eagles. All of

these capitals were made of Proconosus marble imported from Asia Minor.

The study achieves its objectives through the descriptive approach for architectural
pieces decorated with various religious and mythological themes, some of which are
preserved in the Museum of Antiquities at the Baths of Caracalla in Rome, while others
are preserved in the Church of Santa Maria in the Trastevere area of Rome, and the
Church of Pisa in the city of Pisa, Italy. The study also employs the analytical approach
to artistic themes of the archaeological and artistic analysis to interpret its meaning and

show its connotations and symbolism.

Keywords: Corinthian and Composite capital - Figured Capital - architectural

decoration - Baths of Caracalla.
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! Kinney, "Spolia from the Baths of Caracalla": 381, Fig. No.3 Capital S5.

? Tedeschi Grisanti, "Dalle Terme di Caracalla. Capitelli Reimpiegati nel duomo di Pisa", Rendiconti 9,
No.1, (1990): 161-164, Fig.1-3.
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AaiSs Bymal Dt JG b Aady (ol 13 cdilide calalad) 855l Juad JS5 8 Gl iy
omaal) 228 5l L ) (e iy el a8l ey ¢ padill WIS e JB 8 35505 6biliie
ostay (535 ¢Liass 2l ol Lendains ¢ s (s (e () 43sha (o ) aday Stieys (Rigye ST S
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! Sascha Kansteiner, "Lysipps Statuen des Herakles", Archiologischer Anzeiger 1, (2020).
? Kansteiner, "Lysipps Statuen des Herakles": 122-123, Abb.2-3.
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S el Guedlig ) vie Aatiiay Bd e siad) Gl Leiy gl GL) o
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P Egall Ayl Gyl e cwiad a2 3lail) e €0 a4l aiallas Adyyla 8 iy SeudS
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! Philip Hill, "Buildings and Monuments of Rome on the Coins of the Second Century (96-192AD): Part
2", The Numismatic Chronicle 145: 101, P1.2, Fig.3.

*  DELIVORRIAS, BERGER-DOER, KOSSATZ-DEISSMANN, "Art. Aphrodite” Lexi-con

Iconographicum Mythologiae Classicae (LIMC), II (Ziirich & Munchen: Aphrodite Verlag, 1984), 42-
43, Nr.293. 296, Taf. 30. 31.
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' HALM-TISSERANT, SIEBERT, "Art.Nymphai", Lexicon Iconographicum Mythologiae Classicae
(LIMC), V1II, (Ziirich & Munchen: Nymphai Verlag, 1997), 893, Nr.13b.Taf. 586.

? Dietrich Boschung, "Zum Aufstellungskontext Romischer Sarkophage”, Kolner Jahrbuch 43, (2010):
141, Abb.2.

> Simon, "Art.Ares/Mars", Lexicon Iconographicum Mythologiae Classicae (LIMC), 11 (Ziirich &
Munchen: Ares / Mars Verlag, 1984), 479.
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' Diana E. E. Kleiner, "Second-century mythological portraiture. Mars and Venus", Latomus 40 (1981):
535, Fig.7, P1. XXIV.

* Michael Gagarin, Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Greece and Rome, Vol.3, (Oxford University Press,
2010), 210.

3 Rausa,F., Art. Tyche/Fortuna. LIMC VIII (1997), 127, Nr.16,Taf.91.
4 Jenewein, Die Architekturdekoration,47.
> Gensheimer, Decoration and display in Rome's Imperial Thermae, 110-111.

® Friedrich Matz and Friedrich Karl Von Duhn, Antike Bildwerke in Rom, mit Ausschluss der grosseren
Sammlungen, Vol.3,(Leipzig: Breitkopf & Hartel, 1881-1882), 2, No.3443.

" Von Mercklin, Antike Figuralkapitelle, 159, Abb. 756.
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* Margarete Bieber, " Honos and Virtus" , American Journal of Archaeology 49, No. 1,(1945): 29, Fig.7-
8.
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! Henry Stuart Jones, A4 Catalogue of the ancient sculptures preserved in the municipal collections of
Rome.The sculptures of the Palazzo dei Conservatori,Vol.2, (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1926), 135,
Nr.16, Taf. 50.

* Carlo Gasparri, Le sculture delle Terme di Caracalla, Vol. 111, (Milano: Rilievi e Varia), 158, Fig. No.
ol.

? Bertrand Dousteyssier and Elise Nectoux, “Batiments publics monumentaux gallo-romains au fond
d'une vallée "perdue" de I'Auvergne: Le Mont-Dore (Puy-de-Déme)”, in Monumental: La
monumentalisation des villes de I'Aquitaine et de I'hispanie septentrionnale durant le Haut-Empire:
actes du colloque de Villeneuve-sur-Lot, 10-12 septembre 2015, (Aquitania: ausonius editions, 2016):
703, Fig. 8.

* Herbert Hunger, Lexikon Der Griechischen und Romischen Mythologie, Vol.11, (Rowohlt: Reinbeck bei
Hamburg, 1984), 129.
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% Jenewein, Die Architekturdekoration, 48.
3 Gensheimer, Decoration and display in Rome's Imperial Thermae, 109.

* Philip V. Hill, The coinage of Septimius Severus and his family of the mint of Rome, (London: Spink,
1964), No.120, 122,138,143,149,155,162.

> Gensheimer, Decoration and display in Rome's Imperial Thermae, 111.

® Jenewein, Die Architekturdekoration, 51.
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Gensheimer, Maryl B, 2018,106, Fig.3.12. and Fig.3.13; Jenewein,G., 2008, 45,Taf.38;
Fig.1: K.1 and Taf.39, Fig.2: K.2,Taf40, Fig.2: K.1,Taf.41,Fig.3: K.1.
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Jenewein,G.,2008,46-47,Tat.38, Fig.2 K. KMF2 and Taf.39.fig.1: K KMF2 and Taf.
40, Fig.1: KKMF 2 and Taf41, Fig.2:K. KMF2.
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Jenewein,G., 2008, Taf.44, Fig.1: K. KMF.6 and Fig. 2K. KMF 6.
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Jenewein,G., 2008,Taf.42, Fig.1: K. KMF 4; Von Mercklin,E.,1962,159,No. 385,
Abb.754.
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Kinney.D.,1986, 381, Fig.No.5-7, Capital N3, N5, S6.
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Kinney.D.,1986,381, Fig. No.3 Capital S5.
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