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Level of teachers’ awareness of the importance of families'
participation in the individualised educational plan for their
children with ASD from the perspectives ASD teachers in Al-

Ahsa Governorate
Abstract
This study aimed to explore the forms of communications used by
teachers to promote and reinforce family participation and the level of
teachers' awareness of the importance of family participation in the
different stages of individualised educational plan (Planning, design,
implementation, and evaluation) from the perspective of teachers. It
employed a descriptive quantitative methodology and its sample
consisted of 154 primary school ASD teachers who teach in public and
private schools in Al-Ahsa governorate in Saudi Arabia. The participants
completed a questionnaire consisting of four main components that
measured the extent of teachers’ awareness of the importance of
families’ participation in the various stages of the individualised
educational plan. The questionnaire also included a question aimed to
identify the forms of communication used by teachers to support the
parents' participation in their children's plans. The results showed that
communication through follow-up records was reported as most
frequently used form of communication by participating teachers. The
results also revealed that the overall score for the level of teachers’
awareness of the importance of family participation was average on all
axes related to planning, design, implementation, and evaluation of the
individualised educational plan. The results also showed that teachers in
private schools had greater awareness than teachers in public schools of
the importance of family participation in general and in the various
stages (design, implementation, and evaluation), except planning stage.
Considering these results, this study suggested some suggestions and
directions for future research.
Key words: Autistic Spectrum Disorders, Individualised Educational
Plan, Family Participation.
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