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Informal Micro-Industrial Enterprises Positive Social and Economic
Effects on Female Breadwinners

“Field Study in Tanta City, Gharbeya”

Abstract: The Study Aimed to Address Informal Micro-Industrial Enter-
prises as Female Breadwinners’ Self-employment, by Revealing Factors
Lead them to Establish their Enterprises and their Positive Social and
Economic Effects on them, and Presenting Difficulties Faced while Prac-
ticing their Enterprises.

The "In-Depth Interview" Tool Applied to Non-random, Intentional, Fe-

male Breadwinners Sample Own Enterprises. The Study Started from
“Talcott Parsons's Theory of Social Action”.Personal Factors Appeared in
the fore; Like Desire to Self-Proof, Social Factors, Represented in Social
Bonds Resources, then Compatibility of Enterprise’s Features with So-
cial, Economic, and Physical Characteristics of Female Breadwinners,
and Finally Economic Factors; Like Desire for Higher Income. Achieving
Family Cohesion, Acquired Social Status that Buyers Attribute to them
Due to their Technical Skills in Making their Products, Achieving Fame,
and Transforming Exchange Relationship with some Buyers into Friend-
ship Relationship and Acquaintances Appeared as Positive Social Effects
of Enterprises. Economic Effects were Evident in Family’s Monthly In-
come Increase and Self-Employment Value Increase. The most Prominent
Difficulties were Social Difficulties; Like Traders’ Negative Behaviors,
Failure of Merchants, Potential Buyers, Shipping Representatives, daily
Workers, and Female Enterprise Owners to Adhere to their Role Expecta-
tions; then Economic Difficulties; Like Raw-Materials High Prices; Con-
sequently, Product Price Increase and Sale Rate Decrease, and Social
Commerce Difficulties as Tool for Selling Products, and Competition.

Keywords: Micro-Industrial Enterprises, Self-Employment, Informal
Sector, Female Breadwinners.
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