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Abstract
Pragmatism: Its Stance on Metaphysics

By
Dr. Ahmed Al-Badawi Salem

Lecturer of Ageeda and Philosophy,
Faculty of Theology, Az-Zagazig, Al-Azhar University

This paper attempts to study pragmatism as one of the
most important contemporary philosophical traditions. Actually,
pragmatism is the first philosophical tradition that originated in
the United States which used to receive the European
philosophies since the European emigration waves. The term
"pragmatism" was not much used in English, nor was this term
well-known in the philosophical literature until Charles Peirce,
the American philosopher known as the founding father of
pragmatism, introduced it. However, it was the German
philosopher Immanuel Kant who referred to this term before
Peirce in his Critique of Pure Reason to clarify the relationship
between human objectives.

Etymologically speaking, Pragmatism is derived from the
same Greek word pragma meaning action, from which the words
‘practice’ and ‘practical’ come. Based on this root, Pragmatism
is dubbed as "Practical philosophy" because it considers practice
or action as an absolute principle. Pragmatism, in fact, is a
practical approach attempting to find solutions for issues and
problems in a way that maintains balance between principles
and practice.

Pragmatism, as an American philosophical tradition

introduced by Charles Peirce, William James and John Dewey,

yo14



maintains that the suitable way to comprehend concepts has to
be founded on their practical connotations; intellect is to guide
and illuminate action and truth primarily needs to be scrutinized
against the practical consequences of doctrine.

This study is divided into three sections where the first one
provides the definition and origin of pragmatism along with its
leading figures. The second section deals with the pragmatic
explanation of truth in which pragmatism employs an empirical
inductive method instead of the idealistic one, highlighting the
pragmatic critique of other empirical and intellectual philosophy.
For pragmatists, truth is the successful useful idea and scientific
thesis brought about by experience.

The third section highlights the pragmatic stance on
metaphysics. Actually, the pragmatic approach is based on the
fact that metaphysics cannot be correctly investigated unless it
dispels theological and idealistic explanations, which in turn can
only be achieved via empirical science.

Key words: Pragmatism, Instrumentalism, Metaphysics,
Empiricism, Truth, Charles Peirce, William James, John Dewey,

American Philosophy.
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tgnlaay) L) i dictionary, P letter, pragmatic

Definition of pragmatism:

1: a practical approach to problems and affairs, tried to strike a
balance between principles and pragmatism.

2: an American movement in philosophy founded by C. S. Peirce and
William James and marked by the doctrines that the meaning of
conceptions is to be sought in their practical bearings, that the
function of thought is to guide action, and that truth is preeminently

to be tested by the practical consequences of belief.
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