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Abstract:

This research was published in The Geographical Journal in 1947 by W. Thesiger, a
tamous British traveler. He was described as the last great British traveler for his journeys and
adventures in a number of countries, among them the Arabian Peninsula, where he passed the
Empty Quarter twice in 1946 and 1948, and previously visited in 1945 a large part of the Asir
region, Tahama, and the Hijaz Mountains, starting from al-Qunfudah on the Red Sea coast and
passing by al-Bahahah and Asir Regions. This research was the result of this very rich trip, in
which Thesiger gave an accurate description of the communities he visited, the living
conditions of those communities, including their customs and traditions, and their market
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systems, commodities sold in those markets, agricultural systems, pastoralism and agricultural

crops, the commercial movement, and the architectural models. He also described the plant
environment, the animal and natural environment, and other indispensable lessons for those
who have not received great attention by scholars to date; thus, this investigative research has
great importance.

I have translated it into Arabic as carefully, accurately, and comprehensively as possible.
As a native and culturally charged person, and with my accurate knowledge of the rest of the
author's visits, I worked to use local terminology as described in the text and then explained it
in the margin to make it easier for readers, especially those who do not belong to the
environment covered by this research. My work in this research has not been limited to
translation into Arabic, but has led to the text's investigation, the explanation of its ambiguities
and the commentary on some of its information after comparing that information with the
accessible sources and references of the Asir Region and their neighboring areas.
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