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Abstract 

  James Bruce's work was Travels to Discover the Source of the Nile in the Years 

1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, 1772 and 1773. It was issued at the end of the eighteenth 

century in the year 1790 AD in five large volumes, and it was reprinted at the 

beginning of the nineteenth century, mainly concerned with the sources of The 

Nile and the Abyssinian plateau, and despite that, it included chapters on Arab 

Islamic centers located on the pilgrimage routes in Africa, such as Alexandria, 

Cairo, Qena, Aswan, Al-Qusayr, Massawa, Suakin, Aidab, and Sennar, and dealt 

with the several communities alongside these mentioned roads with great 

accuracy.  The main factor that helped him in doing was the fact that he have 

acquired already a great deal of knowledge of auxiliary sciences such as 

astronomy, medicine, and the Arabic and Geez language. The work also contained 

remarkable references to the economic, social and cultural conditions in the centers 

located on the Hajj routes or leading to them, in addition to what the work indicated 

about as strong foreign economic presence (English-French) in particular in these 

centers. 

The study aims to track James Bruce's handling of the most important stations on 

the pilgrimage routes in Africa, especially the pilgrimage routes, and the political, 

economic and commercial conditions in the Sultanate of Sennar, and to show the 

interactions taking place in it through his great work, which carries multiple 

aspects of criticism and deserves many studies, by virtue of being an important 

historical source that expresses the spirit of the era. At that time (the last quarter 

of the eighteenth century) as well as a vision to interpret the history of European 

colonialism in the region, especially when we take into account that the author’s 

tendency to took extensive general and historical notes, while his assistant, the 

Italian cartographer Luigi Balugani, took over the entries related to geography, 

climate and other natural phenomena. 

Travels to Discover the Source of the Nile in 

the Years 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, 1772 and 1773. 
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- Edward Ullendorff, James Bruce of Kinnaird, The Scottish Historical 
Review, Vol. 32, No. 114, Part 2 (Oct., 1953), pp. 128-143.  

- Bredin, Miles, the Pale Abyssinian: the Life of James Bruce, African 
Explorer and Adventurer, Harper Press, 2001. 

-     Duncan Cumming, Seven Unpublished Letters of James Bruce of 
Kinnaird, The Geographical Journal, Vol. 137, No. 1 (Mar., 1971), pp.  

2 James Bruce, Encyclopedia Britannica, 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/James-Bruce 
 
  انْظُرِ الْخَرِيطَةَ رَقَمَ )1( 4
5 V. Nersessian and Richard Pankhurst, the Visit of Ethiopia of Yohannes 
T'ovmacean, an Armenian Jeweller, in 1764-66, Journal of Ethiopian Studies, 
Vol. 15 (August 1982), p. 79. 
6 Lapidus, Ira M. A History of Islamic Societies, Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge, 2014, p. 478. 
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7 Bruce, James, Travels to Discover the Source of the Nile in the Years 1768, 
1769, 1770, 1771, 1772 and 1773, Edinburgh, 1790, Vol. I, p. 16. 
8 Ibid, p. 17. 
9 Ibid, p. 24 
10 Ibid, p. 25 
11 Ibid, p. 30 
12 Ibid, pp. 39-40 
13 Richard Pankhurst, The Medical Activities in Eighteenth Century Ethiopia of 
James Bruce the Explorer, Medizinhistorisches Journal, Bd. 17, H. 3 (1982), 
pp. 257-8. 
14 Ibid, pp. 258-9. 

ن َ مِالْ نُاكِوَس َ  تْلَّظَا، وَهَيْلَعَ يَنيِّانِمَثْعُالْ اءِيلَتِاسْ لَبْقَ ةًيَّامِلَسْإِ ةًينَدِا مَهَنَوْكَ نُاكِوَسَ تْرَهَتَاشْ 15 ل  رَّ اءَي س  ُّلِ سَئيِا ا هَدِق ْ فَ دَع ْ بَ انِودَل
ب  ِّورُأُ هُمَدَّقَ نَاكِوَسَلَ فٍصْوَ لُوَّأَ. و1492َ امِي عَفِ الِمَي الشَّفِ ابَذَيْعَ اءَينَمِ س ِ كَ ادَ انَوَخ َ  ونُدُ هُم َ دَّا قَم َ  انَك َ  يُّو  Donو رُتِا

Juan Da Castro َّن َ دِمَالْ عُقَ: تَولُقُيَوَ ،1540 امِي عَفِ الِغَتُرْبُالْ نَمِ هُتَلَحْرِ لَجَّي سَذِال  ةٍي  رَزِي جَف ِ  ةٍي  َّرِائِدَ ةٍي َ اوِزَ طَس ْ وَ ةُي
ه َ ف ِ  مٍدَق َ  ئُطِوْمَ دُجَوْا يُلَيلًا. وَلِقَ رِحْبَالْ قَوْو فَلُعْتَ، وَيٍّالِثَمِ لٍكْشَبِ ةٍيَّرِائِدَ هَبْ، شِةٍحَطَّسَمُ  لِازِن َ مَالْبِ ةًظ  َّتَكْا مُه َ نَّأَ؛ لَانِك َ مَا الْذَي 
ل َ حَّي، الرَّينِوبِرُ يدَيفِدِ نَّأَ كَّا شَلَ. وَةٍمَحِدَزْمُ ةٍينَدِمَ نْعَ ةٌارَبَا عِهَلِمَكْأَبِ ةَيرَزِجَالْ نَّإِا فَذَكَهَ، وَةِايَغَلْلِ ش  َّ يَّودِه ُ يَالْ ةَا ل  َّ يَرهِال ق َ ذِا  امَي 
 ام ً وْيَ نَاكِوَس َ لِ ةَدَّج َ  نْم ِ  هُت ُ لَحْرِ تْقَرَغْتَاسْ، وَةَدََّجَ نْا مِهَرَبَعَ هُنَّأَ، وَنَاكِوَسَ ارَزَ دْ، قَرَشَعَ سَادِالسَّ نِرْقَي الْفِ انِودَى السُّلإَِ ةٍلَحْرِبِ
س  ا  Ashaا ش َ ى أَلإَِ نَاكِوَسَ نْي مِينِوبِرُ ةُلَافِقَ تْرَافَسَ، وَادًاحِوَ  الَمَش َ  El Hassa اءِس َ حْإِالْبِ طُبِض  ترْا تَم َ بَّرُوَ،  Asaأو أ
 :يلِى النِّلإَِ نَاكِوَسَ نْمِ يمِدِقَالْ لِافِوَقَالْ يقِرِطَ ةِايَهَنِ دَنْعِ وْأَ رَبِرِبَ

 Daniel Rhodes, The Nineteenth-Century Colonial Archaeology of 
Suakin, Sudan,  International Journal of Historical Archaeology, Vol. 
15, No. 1 (March 2011), pp.164-165. 

 S. Hillelson, David Reubeni's Journey, Sudan Notes and Records, Vol. 
18, No. 1 (1935), p.154. 

 J. W. Crowfoot, Some Red Sea Ports in the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan,  The 
Geographical Journal, Vol. 37, No. 5 (May, 1911), pp. 528. 

16 Bruce, James, Travels, Vol. I,  Op. Cit. p. 211. 
17 Ibid, p. 275. 
18 Bruce, James, Travels, Vol. I,  Op. Cit. pp. 275-6 
19 Ibid, p. 355. 
20 Ibid, p. 357. 
21 Bruce, James, Vol. IV, p. 94. 

 :ارَنَّى سِلَولًا إِصُوُ انِودَالسُّبِ هِاتِاقَلَعِوَ يَنيِّانِمَثْعُالْ مِكْحُ تَحْتَ رَصْمِ يدِعِي صَفِ عْاجِرَ 22
 Abul-Magd, Zeinab A. Empire and its discontents: Modernity and 

subaltern revolt in upper Egypt, 1700-1920, A Dissertation Submitted to 
the Faculty of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences of Georgetown 
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy in History, Washington D.C. June 2008, pp. 64-
104. 

23 Bruce, James, Vol. IV, pp. 143-144. 
24 F. Nigel Hepper, The Niger and the Nile: Botanical Exploration Around Two 
African Rivers, Annals of the Missouri Botanical Garden, Vol. 78, No. 1 
(1991), p. 83. 
25 James Bruce, Travels to Discover the Source of the Nile (2nd Edition, 
Edinburgh, 1805), IV, pp. 368-372. 
26Bruce, James, Vol. IV, Op. Cit. p. 329. 



 

﴿ ﴾ 

 

 العدد السابع عشر-مجلة علمية محكمة -مجلة كلية الآداب بالوادي الجديد

 

ع ً ا، وَمِى جَرَق ُ الْ انِكَّس ُ لِ ةًرَاهِظ َ  ةًاوَدَع َ  ونَل ُ مِحْيَ، وَامٍي َ ي خِفِ ينَرَِّقِتَسْمُ ونَيشُعِيَ بٌرَعَ Daveina ينةُافِالدَّو27َ  ونَيُرغ ِ يَي
س  َّف ِ  ةِيَّش ِ بَحَالْ اتِوَّق ُ لْلِ مْهِامِمَضِانْلِ ارَنَّسِ ةُومَكُحُ مْهُتْمَرَّجَ دْقَ، وَةَرَبَطْعَ نْمِ ةٍيَربِكَ اءٍزَجْى أَلَعَ ارِرَمْتِاسْبِ ا ه َ تِمَاجَهَمُ الَل َ خِ قِابِي ال
ف ِ اشُعَوَ شِ،اَبْحَأْللِِن يِحَالْ كَلِذَ ذُنْمُ يَنبِرَّقَوا مُارُصَ. وَارَنَّسِ ةِكَلَمْمَلِ س ْ وا  ص ِ م ً ا عَائِوا دَدُدَّه َ  مْه ُ نَّا أَم َ ، كَةٍيَّالِلَقْتِي ا  يمِل ِ قْإِ ةَمَا
 : عْاجِرَ يلِاصِفَالتَّ نَمِ يدِزِمَلِ .ةَرَبَطْعَ

 Bruce, James, Vol. IV, Op. Cit. p. 329. 
28 Ibid,p 330 
29 Ibid,p 333 
30 Bruce, James, Vol. IV, Op. Cit.p. 341. 
31 Ibid, pp. 346-7. 
32 Ibid, p352. 
33 Mercer, Patricia, Shilluk Trade and Politics from the Mid-Seventeenth 
Century to 1861, The Journal of African History, Vol. 12, No. 3 (1971), p. 

411. م َ دْنَا اهَ ت َ ابِ حَ ص ْ رِ وَلِمَزِيدٍ مِنَ التَّفَاصِيلِ حَوْلَ الْقُرَى وَالْقَبَائِلِ رَاجِعْ مُقَدِّمَةَ كِ ج َ يْمُ الْمِ س َ نِ: الْ ص ْ طَفَى حَ وَدَوْرُهُ  يُّمُ
.1848-1820فِي الْإِدَارَةِ الْمِصْرِيَّةِ بِالسُّودَانِ   

34 Bruce, James, Vol. IV, Op. Cit.  p.362. 
35 Ibid, 430-431. 
36 Ibid,p433. 
37 Jay Spaulding, The Funj: A Reconsideration, The Journal of African History, 
Vol. 13, No. 1 (1972), p. 47. 
38 Jay Spaulding and Abd Al-Ghaffar M. Ahmad, the Sinnar King-List of the 
Sid Al-Qum Ahmad, 1772, Sudanic Africa, Vol. 13, Sudanic Africa: Texts and 
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ل ْ  ةِي  َّالِيطَإِالْ ةِيرَزِجَالْ هُبْشِ دُّعَتُ ذْ؛ إِيلِالنِّ لِوَدُلِ ةِبَسْالنِّبِ يدٍرِفَ يٍّافِرَغْجُ عٍقِوْي مَفِ ونَيُّالِيطَإِالْ انَكَ 67  نْع َ  ةِق َ طِنْمَالْ هِذِه َ ا لِيًَّبِس ْ نِ بَرَقْأَا
ا ذَه َ  انَك َ ا. وَرَت ِ لْجِنْإِ وْا أَي َ انِمَلْى أَل َ إِ ةًافَض َ ا( إِس َ نْرَفَا، وَيَانِبَسْإِ، وَالِغَتُرْبُ)الْ ةِاسَرَالدِّ لِحَّمَ ةِرَتْفَي الْى فِرَبْكُالْا وبَّورُأُ لِوَدُ ةِيَّقِبَ
م َ رُ تْانَكَ دْقَ؛ فَةًيَّيحِسِمَ ةًوَّا قُهَارِبَتِاعْا بِيَوبِيُثْإِلِ ةًاصَّخَ ةًيَّمِّهَا أَذَ بُرْقُالْ ن َ كَ، وَةِي  َّوبِّورُأُالْ ةِيَّيحِس ِ مَالْ زَك َ رْا مَو  بٍذْج َ  زَك َ رْمَ تْا
ص  َّ، خَيِّيحِس ِ مَالْ مِالَع َ الْ نَم ِ  أُزَّجَتَا يَلَ ءٌزْجُ مْهُنَّأَوا بِرُعَشَ ينَذِالَّ يَنيِّوبِيُثْإِالْ يَنيِّيحِسِمَالْ نَمِ ينَيِرثِكَلْلِ ل ْ  ةًا ل  َّ يَنيِّوبِيُثْإِا وا رُادُغ َ  ينَذِا
 :صَرُبْى قُلَا إِمَبَّرُوَ ،ةِرَاهِقَالْ وِأَ ةِيَّرِصْمِالْ اءِرَحْالصَّ وِأَ سِدْقُى الْلَا إِيَوبِيُثْإِ
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