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The conflict of nationalities and Minorities in Syria and its impact on the future
of internal war
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Abstract:

The study deals with the Syrian reality as it is a society that
passed through many civilizations and inhabited by many nations.
Therefore, it is a multi-ethnic society, where Arabs represent the
vast majority, but the percentage of the rest of the races ranges
between 10 to 20% of the population, noting the absence of
accurate statistics. They are Kurds, Assyrians, Chaldeans,
Armenians, Turkmen, Circassians, and Chechens. The research
attempts to monitor the historical presence of these ethnicities in
the Syrian society, as some of them date back to ancient times.

The study also addresses the relationship between all these
components and each other: did they live in peace or did conflict
prevail between them? The research deals with this issue in three
historical stages: during the Ottoman era, during the period of the
French Mandate, and then finally during the period of Al Baath
party rule.

The study reaches a clear conclusion, which is that peace
prevailed among these societal components in most cases, and no
conflict occurred between them except at the motive and
instigation of the ruling authority in all three eras. The authority
used these races against each other, incited differences between
them, and perhaps used religious discord. It sparked sectarian
tendencies among them. The Armenian massacres, for example,
involved many Kurds.

The research ended by mentioning some successful models
of multi-ethnic societies, such as the Swiss society, for example.

Keywords :Arabs - Kurds - Assyrians - Armenians -
Turkmen - Ottoman Empire - French Mandate - Baath Party.
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