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Teaching Arabic Literature at the Bachelor’s Level in Chinese
Universities in the Era of Building “the Neoliberal Arts”:
Challenges and Opportunities

Abstract:

Starting from the fifties of the twentieth century, China initiated Arabic
language teaching in the higher education sector, and Arabic literature
courses became one of the two pillars of the Arabic major in the early
eighties. However, since the end of the twentieth century, the departments of
Arabic language and literature in Chinese universities have expanded their
courses to practical aspects, reducing the proportion of Arabic literature
lessons in their general education programs.

In 2018, China’s Ministry of Education put forward an initiative to
advance the construction of “the neoliberal arts”. It also called for enhancing
the intersection and integration between various specializations, and creating
new models for training the competent talents required in the twenty-first
century. It can be said that the era of building “the neoliberal arts” has given
renewed importance to teaching literature, which is an important branch of
the humanities for university students, due to the instinct of literature that is
open to the outside world around it, which qualifies it to contribute to
developing the learners’ skills in various aspects.

In this context, our research sheds light on the reality, and analyzes the
challenges and opportunities to develop Arabic literature teaching at the
bachelor’s level in Chinese universities, after comparing the educational
programs for Arabic language departments of several Chinese universities
and conducting a survey of the students’ opinions. It then presents a proposed
conception of reforming the teaching process by applying the “problem-based
learning” approach, based on constructivist theory. The ultimate purpose of
the research is to meet the need for building “the neoliberal arts” put forward
by China’s Ministry of Education in recent years.

Keywords: Teaching Arabic literature, constructivist theory, “problem-based
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