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The Coronavirus Pandemic and US Intelligence:
The Role and the Limits of Vulnerability

Abstract:

The coronavirus pandemic has affected many national intelligence agencies,
especially U.S. intelligence. This pandemic is considered a health and
security threat, which tested the national security doctrines and strategies of
many countries, and prompted national intelligence services to undertake the
task of monitoring the outbreak of pandemic as part of their national
missions, despite being affected by it. In general, the relationship between US
intelligence and the pandemic emerges through four directions; the first
believes that the White House has downplayed the seriousness of US
intelligence warnings about the possibility of the virus turning into a global
pandemic, the second pushes the failure of US intelligence to contain the
virus at home, the third sees the multiplicity of obstacles that have
undermined intelligence information despite its availability, and the fourth
indicates the lack of importance of blaming the US intelligence apparatus,
especially with the multiple roles they played in confronting this pandemic,
including: pre-emptive warnings, tracing the origins of the virus, examining
whether or not the Chinese government was involved, analyzing the potential
security repercussions of the pandemic, and warning of the possibility of
global unrest. The concept of epidemic Intelligence reflects these roles,
although they are multiple, because it links the functions of intelligence and
public health, especially since the pandemic has caused a rearrangement of
the priorities of US intelligence, increasing its financial resources, changing
its work mechanisms, reviewing the nature of its expected outputs,
restructuring its apparatus, and introducing new laws regulating its work.
Keywords: National Security, Intelligence Cycle, Early Warning, Epidemic
Intelligence, Epidemics.
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