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Az-Zamakhshari's Literary Article on Asceticism: A Critical
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Abstract Al

This paper studies one of Az-Zamakhshari’s literary @
articles on asceticism, and analyses it rhetorically to demonstrate
the structure of his wording. Az-Zamakhshari has a unique
structural style and mode of depiction, which he professionally
employs to demonstrate the topic of asceticism that is also the
title for his literary article. He takes a reasonable logical
approach in the article, starting by proposing the idea of shunning
this earthly world. He says to one of his friends, “O, Abu Qasim,
why do you not reject this world and wash your hands off it?”
Then, he carries on to state the reasons that make it necessary for
one to renounce worldly pleasures: “Do you not see how God
loathes it and so do His Prophets and Saints?” Afterwards, he
details those reasons in several structural ways, mingled with
figures of speech and unostentatious embellishments. He finally
demonstrates the ramifications of clinging to worldly pleasures,
and mentions the salvation path which consists in taking refuge

with God and observing the righteous way of life.
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Az-Zamakhshari uses parallel structures, using rhyming
and assonance in all of his literary articles so as to facilitate the
reader’s access to the intended meanings. He employs
versification with precision, structural transposition, definiteness,
omission, etc., all blended harmoniously with the exquisite
imagery and spontaneous embellishments.

One of the reasons behind Az-Zamakhshari’s vivid style is

his quoting the Holy Qur’an and Hadiths of the Prophet (pbuh),

the case that makes his style as good as that employed in his

exegesis of the Qur'an. He typically employs a smooth logical

sequence of providing evidence for the points he makes. He also
makes use of storytelling, stressing the moral values to support
his points of view. In addition, he quotes some of his own poetry
to support his message. His poetic rhythm serves to stimulate the
reader’s senses.

All of the above is clearly presented here through a
rhetorical analysis of this literary article in our attempt to
elucidate the characteristics of Az-Zhamakhshari’s style that
serve to distinguish him from other authors of this literary genre,
particularly with regard to structural, figurative, and aesthetic

features.

Key words: literary article — asceticism— Az-Zamakhshari — rhymed

prose — assonance
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