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The Street Law Program as a Democracy Promotion Mechanism in Light of the

Economist's Index

"An applied analytical study on the experience of South Africa"

Camelia Salah Eldin Abdulla Camal
Department of Public Law, College of Law, Aswan University, Aswan City, Arab
Republic of Egypt.

E-mail : camelia_camal@hotmail.com
Abstract:

The Street Law Program contributed to promote democracy and accelerate the
democratic transition in South Africa due to its ability to penetrate into the broad base of
society members and spread legal awareness among them. Therefore, it was worthwhile
to analyze the street law program in the state of South Africa, through the titled book:
"Street Law: Democracy for All ", as the latest legal version of the program, according to
the Economist Democracy Index criteria, to determine the extent to which this book’s
vocabulary matches those criteria. The aim of this research is to shed light on the role of
the Street Law program in the success of South Africa's democratic experience, and the
compatibility of the latest edition of this program in South Africa - the book: “Street Law:
Democracy for All” - with the criteria of the Economist's Index for measuring
democracy, thus allowing it to be seen as a role model by other countries wishing to
promote their democracy. By using descriptive and comparative analytical methodology,
the role of the Street Law Program in the democratization of South Africa, and the
effectiveness of the latest edition of the South African Street Law Program, entitled:
"Street Law: Democracy for All", released in 2017 will be studied in light of the
Economist's Index for Measuring Democracy. The results lead to benefiting from South
Africa's experience in the future implementation of the Street Law Program by countries

seeking to advance their communities towards democracy.

Keywords: Street Law, Democracy, Economist's Index, Elections, Government,

Political Participation, Political Culture, Civil Liberties.
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(1) Valentyna Goshovska, Iurii Kisiel, Lyudmyla Lukina, Olga Gorulko, & Ihor
Nehulevskyi, Development of Democratic Values as a Basis for the Consolidation
of Modern Ukrainian Society, Amazonia Investiga, vol. 11, issue 57, September
2022, p222. Available on the website: https://2u.pw/R6gNooe (last accessed 1
December 2023) .
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(3) Street Law, Inc., who-we-are: about, Available on the website:
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(6) David Jan McQuoid-Mason, The Genesis of Street Law in South Africa,
International Journal of Public Legal Education, vol. 1, nol, October 2017.
Available on the website: https://2u.pw/6 Wf13Ey (last accessed 1 December 2023) .

(7) Frances Ridout, Review of Street Law: Democracy for All - Learner's Manual,
International Journal of Public Legal Education, vol. 2, no 1, 2018. Available on the
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(14) Street Law, Inc., who-we-are: about, op. cit. Lee Arbetman, op. cit, p 5:6. Available
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Arthurs, op. cit, p 943:944.
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(15) Patricia Grande Montana, Lessons from the Carnegie and Best Practices Reports:
A Look at the Street Law Program as a Model for Teaching Professional Skills, St.
John's Legal Studies Research Paper no. 08-0157, Journal of Practical and Clinical
Law, vol. 11, no. 2, 2009, p. 4. Lee Arbetman, op. cit., p 3: s.
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are/about/history/. Lee Arbetman, op. cit., p 6: s.

(17) https://streetlaw.org/who-we-are/about/history/ Ibid., p 15: s. Street Law, Inc.,

who-we-are: about, op. cit.
(18) Ibid.
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December 2023) .



Yo¥E ol pd = pdie uelsadl st O9oLal g Aay pall pllad Ao Yy.1

NAAA ‘:La 99 \.:d.a_” 2\15\4_1.‘2\ U“‘J“"‘“ u)UaJ L@.aa._x.alf U“‘ﬁJ'L”

S maliyn nshn Street Law gHlidl o8d duwwie cuwld «lliSy
selul cilegonge Jolia @ s (pag 1440 3 Hliall (LU ¢ gilall eudadt
By AuegSll @lledly 3l osilay egllealy Jlab¥l Alslas
Fasiell @luwde JM3 o maliydl lis @ui @ a8y to o bial oldyjuway
(Y.).u.u)\di\.) h}nig‘j 3593?‘ M @n‘ﬁj EWPONES Y

Alee 2 Lgrh o Jendl Street Law duwwe alas YY ale Loy
adls o? SLall "McGraw-Hill Education” edaill fua- g ,Sla 5ls il
Our " Lodlaesns” du=idl al¥dl daSs b o suus dew
G2 ogdidly (A gl Awlyudl As yull dxge Luwyds LS gay (Democracy
(as 9o ‘t)l_fz..” Ol Guw s ;&JL:‘ gﬂ sl La d.m.s;\ 229 AEAR ‘QLC
JLeS] um g lgde oyl dyzme Gady Aol yaead) Auyles Gle Ml 3ueld
2ol aldlate asl oladl Catle goladl G5ils malisd duesSa duwsd 3y
T AN LY laas b B gl Lyl (ye

Ly 0] gl Ay ailS® thugis Ay geel o gond Hskaidl duals (ye Lal
Lg-;‘ A3 ‘(:’33""‘” nglul‘ Gle &)LZJ‘ uy\l’v FLO)J Lg.' Gyt Anse s d;‘ o
o el 2 el puss Gl Lanyel G G2 goladl ogls maliy 7lx
dadgry 9algS¥ly (Glds b galipdl clid] @ o dugilly Glawsl!

(| .

PV

g LA O 938 el pdd (S gldl  glaidi: ALY ¢ il

Lalgmd 1l S el sl ali¥ll gl gLl (gils &y 2l (oo

(20) Lee Arbetman, op. cit., p 18: s. Participedia, op. cit.

(21) Lee Arbetman, op. cit., p 25. Street Law, Inc., Street Law’s History, Available on
the website: https://n9.cl/hcOvy (last accessed 1 December 2023) .

(22) Lee Arbetman, op. cit., p 20. Participedia, op. cit. Street Law, Inc., Street Law’s
History, op. cit.
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(27) SW.R. de A. Samarasinghe, Democracy and Democratization in Developing

Countries, Series on Democracy and Health, Development Studies Program, The
American University & Institute for International Research Washington D.C. and

International Centre for Ethnic Studies, Kandy, Sri Lanka, July 1994, p14.

(28) Marion E. Doro, Democratization in Africa: A Preliminary Assessment, USAID

Bureau for Africa, Office of Sustainable Development, vol.5, no.2, Summer1996, p5
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(29) Mark Kingsley Chinonso, Elections and Democratic Consolidation in Nigeria:
2015 General Election in Perspective, Paper Presented at the Youth Forum for
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Women Development Center Awka, Anambra State, Nigeria, 5 th -6 th Oct. 2015,
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(35) "Transitional justice refers to how societies respond to the legacies of massive and
serious human rights violations. It asks some of the most difficult questions in law,
politics, and the social sciences and grapples with innumerable dilemmas. Above
all, transitional justice is about victims", International Center for Transitional
Justice, What Is Transitional Justice?, Available on the website: https://rb.gy/nzis5h
(last accessed 1 December 2023).
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(36) American Friends Service Committee, Transitional Justice Mechanisms: Lessons
Learned from Truth and Reconciliation Commissions, Report on the international
conference of the same title held in Bujumbura, Burundi in August 2011, Burundi
office, August 2011, p 1:2.

(37) Ibid.
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(39) Lenta Patrick, Amnesty and Retribution, Public Affairs Quarterly, vol.32, no 2,
2018, p 119:120. Available on the website: https://2u.pw/ImGgZx8 (last accessed 1
December 2023) .
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(43) "Par démocratisation, il faut entendre le passage d’un régime autoritaire a un
régime de plus en plus participatif, grace a divers mécanismes: tenue périodique
d’élections aux organes représentatifs, responsabilité des pouvoirs publics, liberté
de la presse, indépendance du pouvoir judiciaire, responsabilité des pouvoirs
publics et transparence de 'administration publique. Il va de soi que la notion de
démocratisation ne conduit pas immeédiatement a lavénement d’une société

pleinement démocratique. Cet objectif ne peut étre atteint que graduellement. Le
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temps nécessaire a une société pour se démocratiser dépend de nombreux facteurs,
politiques, économiques, sociaux et culturels, dont certains résistent parfois a un
changement rapide.”, Nations Unies, Appui du Syst¢éme des Nations Unies aux
Efforts Déployés par les Gouvernements pour Promouvoir et Consolider les
Démocraties Nouvelles ou Rétablies: Rapport du Secrétaire général, Assemblée
générale, Distr. Générale A/51/512, 18 octobre 1996, p 9.

(44) Daouda Ouedraogo, Démocratisation des Etats et garantie internationale des
droits démocratiques: essai sur une contribution des organisations internationales,

these de doctorat en Droit Public, Université de Bordeaux, 2019, p 44.
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(46) Sri Nuryanti, Democracy and its Rollback: Addressing Some Challenges of the
Flawed Democratic Countries, European Journal of Social Sciences, vol. 4, issue 1,
January - June 2021, p 32:34.
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(48) United Nations, Toolkit on Disability for Africa: Participation in Political and
Public Life, Division for policy Development DSPD, Department of Economic and
Social Affairs DESA, November 2016, p 4:5.
(49) V.V.V. Nagendra Rao, Political Science, Directorate of Distance Education,
University of Jammu, Jammu, India, 2021, p 42-45. Filipe Carreira Da Silva, Terry
N. Clark, and Monica Brito Vieira, Political Culture, The International
Encyclopedia of Political Communication, ed. Mazzoleni Gianpietro, 1st ed.,
Published by John Wiley & Sons Inc., 2015, pl. Stephen Fisher, Political Culture,
Social Capital and Democracy, Available on the website: https://2u.pw/Qghe6qz
(last accessed 1 December 2023) .
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(51) Mark Kingsley Chinonso, op. cit., p 9.
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Strong Institutions and Massive Inequalities Collide, Carnegie Endowment for
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(65) National Democratic Institute for International Affairs, Democracy and the
Challenge of Change a Guide to Increasing Women’s Political Participation, 2010,
Washington D.C., USA, p36.

(66) Rosemary A. DiCarlo, Principles and Types of UN Electoral Assistance, United
Nations: Focal Point for Electoral Assistance, Ref. FP/01/2012 as revised on 1
March 2021, p 3.
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Mark Kingsley Chinonso, op. cit., p 8. Andrew Reynolds, Ben Reilly, and Andrew
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Assessment Manual, Second Edition, 2023, p10.
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(71) United Nations, Toolkit on Disability for Africa: Participation in Political and
Public Life, op. cit., p 4:5. Rosemary A. DiCarlo, op. cit., p3. Andrew Reynolds, Ben
Reilly, and Andrew Ellis, op. cit., p1.
(72) Sri Nuryanti, op. cit., p 32-34. Assia Ivantcheva, Michael McNulty, Carol Sahley,
Ellen Seats, Electoral Assessment Framework a Tool to Assess Needs, Define

Objectives, and Identify Program Options, USAID, March 2021, p. vi-viii. Andrew
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(84) Carole Jean Uhlaner, Politics and Participation, International Encyclopedia of the
Social & Behavioral Sciences Second Edition, 2015, p 11078-11079. Sri Nuryanti,
op. cit., p 36-37. Jan W. van Deth, What Is Political Participation?, Oxford
Research Encyclopedia of Politics, Oxford University Press, 22 November 2016,
p13:14. Available on the website: https://2u.pw/ZxXIIQy (last accessed 1 December
2023) . United Nations, Toolkit on Disability for Africa: Participation in Political
and Public Life, op. cit., p 3. V.V.V. Nagendra Rao, op. cit., p 47:51.
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