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The role of rulers with Libyan origins at the time of the
22nd dynasty
A vision of their influence on foreign policy and art
Dr. Ibrahim M. B. Mahran*

Abstract:

In the middle of the tenth century BC, or shortly thereafter, the rule
moved from the 22" dynasty to an Egyptianized dynasty — as
referred by the names of their far ancestors — as well as by the
names of its kings, such as Sheshonq, Oserkon, Takelot and Bemay.

The roots of this dynasty return to Libyan origins and it somehow
represents military dictatorship, and although the military factor has
interfered into it in a small ratio, nonetheless, we find that Libyan
mercenaries and Meshwesh succeeded to make most of the military
units exclusive to them, their chiefs had great influence as the
country was in a state of political, military and economical collapse
and was divided into several kingdoms, they represented military
power and they took advantage of this superiority to steal the throne
of the country.

This research humbly adopts the controversy of the sequence of the
kings of this dynasty at some historians and their estimation for the
length of their rule years and discusses the role played by this
dynasty in the restoration of some of Egypt’s political magnitude
that was lost years ago in Asia after the Egyptian army used to set
foot on its territory through the ages and after this magnitude shrank
by the end of Ramssis III’s era, who’s considered the last king to
lead Egyptian army outside the borders of Egyptian kingdom and
the last one to obtain value to its name abroad, The Researcher

*Faculty of Arts — Ain-Shams University
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shows a graph explaining the sequence of kings and their inter-
relationships.

On the other hand, this research sheds some light on the artistic
activity that reappeared at the time of the 22™ dynasty of which
kings had left us diverse and unique monuments, especially in
sculpture and minor arts after the land of Egypt remained for
several decades not introducing what we are familiar with of the
creations of artisans that prospered earlier, especially during
the New Kingdom, with the note that art at the time of the
22" dynasty was not affected by the foreign princes and rulers for
which it was handcrafted, but it emerged to us purely Egyptian,
reminding us with how it once was at the time of Egypt’s glory.
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