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The Role of Technical and Vocational Education in Developing
the Basic Skills of Future Graduates

Abstract:

This study aims to identify the role of technical and vocational education in
developing the essential skills of future graduates in Saudi Arabia. The study
also aims to identify the essential skills needed for future graduates, and the
challenges and obstacles facing technical and vocational education. The study
followed the descriptive analytical approach. Data was collected from multiple
sources, including a review of relevant literature and previous studies to
identify the essential skills for future graduates. A questionnaire was then
designed, consisting of three dimensions: measuring the extent to which the
objectives of technical and vocational education are achieved, measuring the
role of technical and vocational education in developing these essential skills,
and measuring the challenges and obstacles facing technical and vocational
education in Saudi Arabia. The study sample consisted of 148 male and female
graduates from all technical and vocational specialties. The results showed that
technical and vocational education plays a significant positive role in
developing the essential skills of future graduates. The highest scores were for
the objectives of promoting economic development, developing basic skills,
providing students with practical skills, and encouraging innovation and
creativity. The results also showed that technical and vocational education
plays an important role in developing future skills in students, including
teamwork skills, self-learning skills, technology use skills, critical thinking
skills, and leadership skills. The most important challenges and difficulties
identified by the study are the lack of good job opportunities in general.
Despite this, the study found that technical and vocational education in Saudi
Arabia has overcome many challenges and difficulties, as the results showed
good financial support and adequate infrastructure for technical and vocational
education. However, there is a societal view that it is a second-class education.
The study recommended focusing on providing job opportunities for graduates
and continuing to develop vocational education in line with the development of
modern technology.

Keywords: Technical and vocational education, Essential skills, Future
graduates, Saudi Arabia
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