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The symbolic connotations of the vocabulary of Arab folk
art as an introduction to drawing inspiration from
photographic paintings

Abstract

The symbol is considered one of the most important elements
of popular painting because it is present in the meaning, content and
subject of the painting. We rarely see a popular plastic work except that
the symbol represents its value and brings it closer to the taste of the
public. It has been shown that inspiration from popular symbols is
tantamount to recreating these symbols, which benefits the artist and
the student of art. Here, inspiration is considered an incentive for
experimentation and unlimited use of the senses.

The popular artist turns to symbolism without prior planning.
When he chooses his artistic symbol, he abstracts the form and
transforms it into a line, or a group of lines, or a simple geometric
shape... And when he is moved by a specific event or situation, he
creates a shape to symbolize it. This position is recognized by the
community and becomes a symbol that lives on over the years.

In this study, the researcher tried to contribute to preserving
the Arab folk heritage represented by pictorial paintings and raising the
level of plastic and technical practices of the art of photography. She
was interested in tracing the concept of symbolism in general and
photography in particular and identifying the most important factors
that led to the symbolic connotations of Arab folk art as an entry point
for expression in the art of photography.
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