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Strengthening the Opportunities to Success for the National
Program of Structural Transformation for the Egyptian
Economy in Light of the Asian Experience

Dr. Sahar Mohamed Aboud

Abstract:

Despite the long path of economic reforms, the Egyptian economy still suffers
from many structural challenges. The slow structural transformation is the
most prominent of these challenges. It is the mechanism through which
countries have achieved advanced levels of development. It is also a path for
growth of total and sectoral productivity and increasing the average per capita
income in a sustainable manner, and thus it has a role in escaping from
poverty and improving living standards. It is also a mechanism for achieving
more diversity and complexity in the economic structure, which supports the

resilience of the economy in the face of crises.

In light of the importance of structural transformation of the Egyptian
economy, the study seeks to answer the following main question: To what
extent is the National Program for Structural Reforms that was launched in
2021 sufficient to achieve structural transformation, and how can its chances
of success be enhanced in light of the lessons learned from the Asian

experience?

The paper concludes that the national program for structural reforms alone is
not sufficient to achieve the desired structural transformation. Benefiting
from the Asian experience, the paper introduces a set of suggestion to enhance
structural transformation efforts, the most important of which are: the need to
clarify the planning framework for development and place structural
transformation at the heart of this framework. This framework is considered
a binding framework for all institutions and the basis for building policies,
proceed efforts to increase private sector participation with an emphasis on
an institutional mechanism for the participation of the private sector and all
stakeholders in Designing a structural transformation strategy and setting up
mechanisms for its implementation and follow-up to ensure transparency and
accountability. Structural transformation efforts should be characterized by

-1



(YeVe sdon et «YE ¢0p) dulaill g dudlall & gasl) g sl Jall dsalad) Alaall

298 lada a2

continuity as it’s the way to build confidence in the seriousness of reform
approaches and a prerequisite for increasing domestic and foreign
investments as a main source of financing. Finally, achieving structural
transformation requires providing a supportive and flexible institutional and

regulatory framework.
Keywords:

Structural transformation — economic reform programme- Asian experience-

productivity- Manufacturing
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