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Abstract:

China has adopted the Digital Silk Road initiative as a key component of its
foreign policy, aiming to connect with European, Asian, and African
countries through internet infrastructure projects. The initiative aims to
facilitate the global expansion of Chinese companies by developing
"transnational” networks centered in China and promoting "inclusive
globalization" based on the internet. China recognizes the importance of
advanced digital infrastructure in the Belt and Road Initiative countries,
including technologies such as fiber optic cables, data centers, 5G networks,
e-commerce platforms, artificial intelligence, cloud services, and digital
engineering that support and enhance smart cities. China is implementing
these technologies in several countries worldwide, particularly those along
the Belt and Road.

This study aimed to understand the impact of Digital Silk Road technology
on countries along the Belt and Road by conducting a SWOT analysis to
identify the necessary standards for Silk Road technology and its effects on
the countries involved. The literature related to the study's topic was
reviewed. The results of the SWOT analysis indicate the benefits of digital
transformation on the Silk Road and its resulting competitive advantage
through the digital transformation of the countries along the Silk Road and in
Africa.

Keywords: Digitalization, Silk Road, SWOT Analysis.
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