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ABSTRACT

The current research aimed to identify the current status of the loss of tomato crop in the research area, as well as to
identify the causes of the loss of the tomato crop from the surveyed farmers' point of views, in addition to identify the educational
needs of the farmers in the field of minimizing the loss of tomato crop. The study was conducted in some villages of Belqgas
district at Dakahlia governorate which one of the largest districts in the governorate in terms of area cultivated with tomato crop
in the summer season. A random sample of the tomato crop farmers was selected from some villages in Belqas district. The total
number of farmers interviewed in the villages of Al-Rawdah, Sharqiyat Al-Ma'sara, Stamoni, Bilqas Khames and Al-Kordoud
respectively (10, 9, 8, 11, 12) representing (52.6%, 60%, 47.5%, 44%, 80%) of the total number of tomato growers in that
villages respectively. A random sample was also selected from the tomato crop farmers of the Jihad and Al-Nour associations
where the total sample size of each association was respectively 32, 18 farmers representing 48.06% and 58.02% of the total
tomato growers in that villages. The field data collection took three consecutive months, starting from the beginning of January
till March 2016, and the study relied in collecting data on interview of the research sample using a questionnaire prepared for this
purpose. A number of statistical analysis tools were used to achieve the objectives of the study, including percentages,
frequencies, arithmetic mean and relative weight. The study found several important results, including: - The average loss of the
two studied varieties was 34.99 tons, representing 51.5% of the productivity of the two varieties, which is a large loss that most
of the farmers are not aware of. - It was found that about 49% of the surveyed farmers had a total loss of tomato yield between
11-30 tons, while the total loss of 42% of the farmers ranged from 1-10 tons and 10.23 tons of tomato crops. - The results of the
study indicate that the most important causes of loss of tomato crop according to the opinions of farmers interviewed included the
effect of high and low temperature on the crop, and the ineffectiveness of pesticides in the controlling pests, and infection with
the Touta Absoulta. - The results showed that the most serious pest affecting tomato yield for the studied cultivars was Touta
Absoulta, White Fly, and Blights. - The results showed that the educational requirements of the farmers during the stages of
production and marketing of the tomato crop can be arranged in descending order according to the average of educational needs
of the surveyed farmers, as follows: Educational requirements in the post-harvest phase (46.1%), the pre-harvest educational
needs (35.5%), and educational needs in the stage during the harvest (8.30%).- Finally, the results showed that the new species
and varieties, the prices of selling the crop and the proper methods of collecting the tomato crop are among the most urgent
educational requirements for the farmers in the field of production and marketing of the tomato crop and reducing the losses,
where the relative weights of the educational requirements were 92.7%, 90.3% and 85.7% respectively.
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