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Rules of Congregational Prayer

Hanan Abdel Karim Mohammed Hassan
Department of Jurisprudence, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for
.Girls, Qalyubia - Al-Azhar University - Egypt

Email: hanana.bdelkareim@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

Prayer is the second pillar of the five pillars of Islam, and it is obligatory
for Muslims five times a day and night, especially if they perform it in a
group. Congregational prayer is twenty-seven times better than individual
prayer, in addition to developing a spirit of harmony and cooperation among
Muslims, and accustoming Muslims to order and love of obedience, and
being keen on the importance of time and realizing its sanctity, and striving
to seize it and not waste it; therefore, it was necessary to highlight this ritual -
and to point out that congregational prayer is performed in mosques, homes,
the desert, and every pure place suitable for performing prayer; because it is
one of the characteristics of the pure Sharia; The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “I have been given five things that no
one before me has been given... The earth has been made a place of
prostration and purification for me, so whenever the time for prayer comes,
he prays wherever he is.” Despite all this great virtue of congregational
prayer, during the time of the spread of a pandemic, it is permissible for the
guardian and those in charge of mosques to stop this ritual and not perform it
in the mosque in order to preserve lives and limit the spread of the pandemic,
as happened two years ago due to the spread of the Corona pandemic.

Congregational prayer is obligatory for sane, free men who are able to
perform it without difficulty or hardship. It is also waived for some excuses
such as illness and extreme fear. It is not obligatory for women, the insane,
children, and the elderly who are not able to perform it.

Among the most important results of the research: Clarifying the
superiority of congregational prayer and urging it, as it is not obligatory for
women and it is better for a woman to pray in her home due to the many texts
that have been reported on this, in addition to the texts that support
permission for them to perform congregational prayer in the mosque.
Permission is given to those who go out from among them adhering to the
legal controls, and the elderly among them who do not A temptation from her
going out to the mosque. It was proven during his time, may God bless him
and grant him peace, that children would come to the mosques. He, may God
bless him and grant him peace, came down to Al-Hassan and Al-Hussein to
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take them while he was giving a sermon on the pulpit. If he heard a child
crying, he would shorten the prayer. Also, if he was sure that the children
would adhere to the etiquette of the mosque, there was no objection to taking
them to it in order to accustom them and teach them congregational prayer
and to magnify its virtue.

Keywords: Prayer - Congregation - Imam — Follower.
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