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An Economic Study of The Flax Crop in Sharkia
Governorate

Dr. Ibrahim Mohammad Al-Hefny Dr. Faiza Ahmed Mohamed Ahmed
Dr. Hamada Osman Abdal Rahim

Agric, Econ, Res, Instit- Agric, Res, Center.

Summary:

The research aims to study the economics of producing and
marketing the flax crop in Sharkia Governorate, as one of the important
governorates in growing the crop, to achieve the objectives of the study,
descriptive and quantitative analysis methods were adopted, the research
also relied on primary data collected through a questionnaire, from a
sample of 40 farmers in Sharkia Governorate, as a spatial scope for
conducting this study takes place during the 2022/2023 agricultural
season.

The results show that the cultivated area of the flax crop in Egypt is
increasing by a statistically significant annual amount of about 965 acres, and
the total production of fibers has increased by a statistically significant annual
amount of about 4781.9 tons during the study period, the time trend equations
indicate both the cultivated area and the productivity and production of fiber
and seeds, linen in Sharkia Governorate indicates that the estimated variables
are not significant.

The results of estimating the production function indicate that there is a
positive relationship between the amount of production from the flax crop and
the fibers of nitrogen fertilizer and phosphate fertilizer, it was found that
increasing these elements by 1% leads to an increase in production by about
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0.79% and 0.76% respectively, the elasticity coefficient for these elements also
reached about 1.45. Production takes place in the first stage, which means that
by increasing these elements by 1% production increases by a rate greater than
one, which indicates the effect of capacity savings, and it turns out that it is
possible to increase the amount used for the nitrogen and phosphate fertilizer
elements.

it was found that the ratio of return to costs for the crop was about
1.69 per acre and the profitability of the pound spent was about 0.69
which shows that the flax crop is a profitable crop.

The results of the marketing margins show that the share of each
farmer, wholesaler, and manufacturer amounted to about 3.33%,0.26%,
96.4% of the consumed pound of flax fiber, and the share of the farmer,
wholesaler, and retail oil manufacturer of the consumed pound of flax
seed amounted to about 25%, 6.25 %, 68.75% of the consumer pound,
which demonstrates the low marketing efficiency.

There are also many production and marketing problems for the
crop in the governorate, the most prominent of which is the lack of 100%
specialized agricultural guides, the lack of the share of chemical fertilizers
in agricultural associations for the crop, the high production costs, and the
lack of improved seeds for the crop. It also became clear that the most
important marketing problems are the lack of a contract to purchase the
yield, the lack of a 100% guarantee price, the lack of cooperative
marketing, and the high transportation costs by about 85% and 37.5%
respectively.

Therefore, in light of the research results, the research recommends:

1- Providing production requirements, the most important of which are
certified seeds of high-yielding varieties within the outlets of the Central
Seed Administration, and chemical fertilizers in agricultural cooperative
societies.

2- Activating the role of specialized agricultural extension to transfer
knowledge, especially scientific methods in agriculture, and the role of
contract agriculture in marketing between farms and factories to provide a
guaranteed price for the crop.

Keywords: Farm Budget, Marketing Efficiency, relative importance, flax.
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