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Abstract 

The Critical Debate on the 

Criteria of fuhoola/Poetic 

Prowess in the Al-Asma’i’s 

Corpus. 
(A Descriptive Analytical 

Study) 

This research explores and 

analyses the "criteria of 
fuhoola/poetic prowess " in Al-
Asma'iearlier works, and the 

accompanying concepts and 
significances of its circulation in 

written Arabic criticisms, and in the 
oral discussion. These criteria were 

employed as a common standard of 
judgment in the paradigmatic use 

within the social and cultural 
contexts that produced the term 

“fuhoola/poetic prowess” and 
established its criteria in the critical 

mind and the collective 
consciousness. Soon the 

“fuhoola/poetic prowess” had 
turned into a blurry cultural 
authority with various 

nomenclatures. Its conditions had 
developed with the creative and 

critical mobility in the third and 
fourth centuries H. when it was 

replaced by the seven criteria 
embodied in the art of versification 

which was considered the perfect 
model of poetic versification
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صلى الله عليه وسلم
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