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 This study deals with the subject of 

"distinction" Attamiez,a well-known component 

of the structure in Arabic, which is usually taught 

by the grammarians in Bab al-Mansubat. It is 

divided into two parts: the first is to distinguish 

the quantity and the number; the second is to 

distinguish the relation between the grammatical 

aspects in the sentence; the first section includes 

the distinction of quantities, weights, lengths, 

spaces, The second section is limited to 

distinguishing the relation between the 

grammatical aspects in a sentence or the sentence 

itself. The grammarians didn’t mention any 

semantic function for the two sections of 

“distinction” except one; it is “eliminating 

ambiguity”                                                            

 This research is important because it 

deals with two aspects that have not been 

achieved previously by researchers. The first 

is the history of the emergence of the term 

“distinction”, its use and its prevalence. The 

second is the detection of the semantic 

functions of this element and its effect on the 

eloquence of speech. It was found on the first 

side that the grammarians such as Khalil Ibn 

Ahmed, Sibweh and Al-Ahfash knew this 

grammatical element and felt its semantic 

function without referring to it in a specific 

name, and that the term "distinction" was 

mixed with some of the grammarians in 

terms of “ clarification” and “interpretation”. 

On the other side, it is clear that 

distinguishing the relation between the 

grammatical aspects in the sentence has other 

semantic functions in addition to 

“eliminating  ambiguity”, such as 

exaggerating the meaning and the transition 

from comprehensive to particular in the 

meaning, which gives the structure deep 

spiritual dimensions that should be addressed 

in the interpretation of the Koran and in the 

study of the literary texts.                                                                      
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