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rhetoric and Mathematics
A Study in the Holy Quran
and the Traditions

rhetoric is a branch of
knowledge which is intricately
intertwined with other branches of
knowledge.
We occasionally read essays and
books on the  deep-rooted
relationship ~ between  stylistics
(rhetoric) and the holy Quran, the
interpretation of the holy Quran, the
prophetic traditions, syntax and
morphology; and perhaps, in a
lesser degree, between stylistics
(rhetoric) and religion or theology,
and its relationship with
fundamentals of jurisprudence.

Stylistics (rhetoric) undoubtedly has
deep traces in all those branches of
knowledge; for example,
interpreting and analyzing a
religious text inevitably intersects
with the stage of understanding the
text; as we raise the question: does
the text have a literal or a figurative
meaning?; and many more questions
on the potential connotations latent
in its expressions and style. The
meaning is essentially determined
by aid of linguistics but most
importantly by stylistics (rhetoric).
Among these closely intertwined
relationships with their semantic
significance in determining the
meaning; some of which have been
abundantly pursued, and some
others scarcely discussed, a new

¢
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relationship ~ appears. This
relationship, in which we have not
yet seen a study, is that between
stylistics (rhetoric) and
mathematics. But is stylistics
(rhetoric) related to mathematics?

To answer this question it is
favourable to raise four introductory
questions so as to make this
question the fifth one. Then we can
gradually and objectively ascend in
raising the questions as follows:
What is meant by stylistics
(rhetoric)? And what do we mean
by mathematics?  What is the
subject of mathematics? What are
the branches and the issues that
belong to mathematics? And what
is the relation linking stylistics
(rhetoric) to mathematics? It is
already known that mathematics
involves main branches: arithmetic;
which  deals with  numbers,
geometry; which deals with shapes
and sizes of figures, algebra; which
deals with fractions and formulas.

In a nutshell, we can describe the
relationship  between  stylistics
(rhetoric) and mathematics as an
integrative and mutual relationship.
Every one completes and benefits
from the other. This study is
interested in explaining this by
studying examples from the holy
Quran and the prophetic traditions.

Allah bless,
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