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GREENING JOBS WITHIN THE
TRAMSITION TO GREEN
ECONOMY: APPLIED TO SAUDI
ARABIA

Abstract

Within the rapid and complex economic and
technological changes of the 21st century, and the increasing of
environmental risks and treats, there an exigent need to foster
new development approaches has been raised. These approaches
should aim at environmental sustainability and a transition into
the so-called “green economy”. Nowadays, the world heading to
spread and create what is known as '"green jobs" as the
contributions and international efforts aimed at transforming
into the green economy, resulting millions of jobs that
contribute to reducing unemployment and poverty among tens
millions of the poor around the world. This, in addition to
achieve sustainable development corresponding to the
Millennium Goals. From this point on, this study aims to
identify green jobs and greening the existing jobs that ensure the
transition towards more greener and socially inclusive economy
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The descriptive analytical
approach is employed in reviewing the theoretical literature
based on a proposed model considering the green transition’s
stages, benefiting from the international successful experiences
in how to create green jobs and provide more opportunities in
the Saudi labor market. The study concludes that although green
jobs have become one of the main drivers of growth and
sustainable development, and the optimal path to reduce the
unemployment rate, the potential growth of greening jobs in the
Kingdom is still unclear. This occurs especially with ineffective
practices and mechanisms, through which greenfields can be
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identified and their impacts can be determined. Accelerating the
green trend through development strategies and supporting
programs is recommended, in addion to encouraging the private
sector’s  involvement in this new trend. The study also
recommends the need for in-depth studies in this field, and the
provision of the necessary data and statistics. Finally,
environmental awareness and sustainable behavior must be
embraced, along with the necessary changes in educational and
training curricula for the new transformation’s requirements and
the future formation of green jobs and occupations.

Key Words: Green Jobs, Greening Jobs, Green Economy,
Sustainable Development.
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