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The Concept of Jahileya (The Era before Islam):
Its History and Perils on the society
Sayed Kotb; a Model
By: Dr. Ali Mohammed Hassan Ali
Lecturer in Creed and Philosophy
Faculty of Usoul Al-deen & Dawah in Zagazig

Abstract

This research tackles Sayed Kotb’s theory of the concept Jahileya and the
interpretation of governorship. The purpose of the study is to unveil the
suspicious points which may be exploited by the tendentious who doubt the
averageness of the true religion of Islam since the tendentious always
connect those ideas to the religion and its followers; something is
nonsensical.

After the researcher has expounded the concept of Jahileya for Sayed Kotb,
he displayed its impact upon the groups and sects that judge people with
disbelief. Next, the research reached some results; the most important of
which are the following ones. First, Jahileya is a certain era before Islam but
Sayed Kot sees that the concept of Jahileya does not mean that instead it
means a certain social status which has its image of life regardless of time or
space. Jahileya has changed from being just an idea with Sayed Kotb into a
concept that includes all the society in contrast to what the public of
interpreters and scholars identified that Jahileya is not related to utilizing
mundane laws; not revealed by Allah. Nevertheless, it means disobeying the
acts of jurisprudence. Second, there are some confusing concepts for
Muslims so that the tendentious exploit these concepts to commit violent
and terrorist actions. The concept of governorship is one of those concepts.
Third, the “Kotbian Theory” accordingly implies accusing the society of
disbelief and retarding the call for establishing an Islamic discipline. The
Kothian Jahileya is not approved by a lot of Sunnah scholars and Muslim
brothers for its apparent contrast with the True meaning of Qur’an and
Sunnah.

Key words: Jahileya, Sayed Kotb, governorship, Kotbianism
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